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Date of Implementation 

•  Bylaw No.09/033 – Single Use Shopping Bag Bylaw, received third 
reading and was approved by Municipal Council on December 8th, 
2009 

•  To develop communication plans and allow time for the commercial 
sector to make required arrangements the RMWB established a 
eight month grace period 

•  As of September 1, 2010 the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
has implemented the new bylaw eliminating the use of single-use 
shopping bags 



4 

Single Use Shopping Bag Bylaw 
History  

•  Proposed bylaw under review and discussion since 2007  
•  Administration’s initial recommendation was to postpone the bylaw 

until implementation of the 2007-2012 Solid Waste Master Plan 
•  In 2009 nearly 3,000 signatures were collected to lobby Council to 

once again consider full scale implementation of legislation to 
control the distribution of plastic bags 

•  Council again decided to proceed with development of bylaw for 
review and consultation with local stakeholders on potential impacts 

•  Commercial sector resistance was minimal and after months of open 
house events and three readings the bylaw was formally approved 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
What is the purpose of the single use shopping 
bag bylaw? 
•  The Purpose is to eliminate the distribution of single-use shopping 

bags in the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
•  This will reduce the negative effects plastic and paper bags have on 

the environment 
•  It is also intended to assist the RMWB in achieving its waste 

diversion goal of 50 percent by 2012 



Frequently Asked Questions 
What is a single-use shopping bag? 
•  A single-use shopping bag is a biodegradable bag, paper bag or 

plastic bag with two handles that is used for transporting goods from 
retail outlets one time per product life 

What alternatives are available which are acceptable under the 
new bylaw?  

•  There are numerous types and styles of re-useable bags available 
that are made from a wide range of material such as cotton, hemp, 
synthetic fibers, and plastic with a greater thickness then 2.25 mm  

* Vendors are prohibited from utilizing cardboard boxes as a alternative, but are allowed 
to distribute durable reusable plastic containers 



Frequently Asked Questions 

How can you ensure a smooth transition for your company? 
•  Start now!  Encourage your customers to develop the habit of 

bringing reusable bags before the bylaw takes effect September 
1, 2010. This will make the transition easier for everyone. 

What businesses are exempt from this bylaw? 
•  Food services: take out/drive-through restaurants and mobile 

catering  
•  Liquor Stores 
•  Pharmacies  



Frequently Asked Questions 

Are the LDPE bags made from cornstarch acceptable? 
•  This type of bag is not acceptable because it needs to go through a 

certain composting procedure in order to be broken down  

Is there a maximum price to charge residents for bags? 
•  Each business can set the price they charge for the reusable bags 

they sell to their customers 



Frequently Asked Questions 
What happens if a vendor does  not remove or stop using single 
use shopping bags? 
•  Any outlet that fails to follow the requirements of the single-use 

shopping bag bylaw as of September 1, 2010 is guilty of an offence 
and will be liable upon summary conviction 

The specified fines for an offence commented pursuant to this 
bylaw are: 
 1st offence  - $250 
 2nd offence  - $500 
 3rd offence  - $1000 



Challenges & Solutions 
Commercial vendors presented concerns 
about inventory and procurement timelines 

•  Commercial vendors were given time to eliminate 
existing inventory and procure acceptable 
alternatives with an eight month grace period  

•  An extensive promotions and awareness 
campaign was undertaken during the grace 
period, including open houses and working on a 
one-to-one basis with vendors to solve their 
enterprise specific issues 



Challenges & Solutions 

Is there any significant environmental benefit 
between single use bags made from plastic, 
paper, bio-degradable, etc?  

•  Unable to establish if merits of various single use 
options could exempt them from the bylaw 

•  Given the negative environmental impacts associated 
with each single use bag option, all materials and 
types of bags were prohibited 



Challenges & Solutions 
What about the risk of food poisoning and 
transmission of other food born diseases?  

•  As with any practice associated with handling of food products 
care must be taken 

•  The solution to these concerns has been education and 
assistance to establish a healthy cultural usage pattern   

•  Media advertisements and education materials have been 
developed in conjunction with the health authority to ensure 
proper education of reusable bag disinfection 

•  The other approach was to suggest that residents use a 
different color bag for meat products and keep these separate 
from their general bags 



Challenges & Solutions 
Maximum awareness through promotion 

•  Commercial open house event was held in first 
quarter of 2010 to educate vendors   

•  Commercial Q &A document was developed and 
forwarded to every registered vendor  

•  Administration coordinated site visits to address 
individual concerns and questions from vendors   

•  Residential campaign was launch on Canada Day 
promoting the bylaw and encouraging residents to get 
into the habit early 



Challenges and Solutions 
Maximize awareness through promotion (cont.) 

•  The Municipality provided free bags at events 
throughout summer 

•  Radio, newspaper, and billboard signs were rolled out 
shortly after Canada Day for mass branding  

•  A door to door flyer was sent to every mailing address in 
the region on month prior to the bylaw coming into effect 

•  www.woodbuffalo.ab.ca/byobag was established as 
information tool and to track feedback from both 
residents and businesses  



Challenges & Solutions 
Satisfying vendor legal and health risks 
associated with Bylaw compliance 

•  Selected vendor classes were deemed exempt for 
various public safety and health reasons pertaining 
to food bacteria, regulatory requirements for liquor 
stores, etc.  

•  These included drug stores, liquor stores, fast food 
chains, and restaurants, deli’s and bulk food 
distributor 



Challenges & Solutions 
Addressing residents returning from non-local 
markets with single use shopping bags 

•  Extent of the bylaw was limited to distribution of single 
use shopping bags from retail outlets within the region 

•  No plans to further address this unless provincial 
legislation is enacted 



Challenges & Solutions 
Vendors’ concerns with increased theft   

•  Commercial vendors provided with eight months 
notice to assess risk factors implement necessary 
measures for loss prevention  

•  Security,  theft prevention and enforcement remain 
sole responsibility of the vendors  

•  Vendors have been advised that they can, at their 
discretion, implement store policies to manage 
residents bringing bags into their stores as per current 
practice  

•  Vendors are being advised to track their lost product 
rates over the next year and provide these figures 
through www.woodbuffalo.ab.ca/byobag 



Reusable Bags 



Exempted Bags 



Fast Facts about Plastic 
Bags 

•  Between 500 billion and one 
trillion plastic bags are used 
worldwide each year 

•  Plastic bags are among the top 
12 items of debris most often 
found in coastal cleanups 

•  Plastic bags kill birds, livestock 
and deer when they are 
mistaken for food 



Closing statement  

 The Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo is very proud to be 
taking this step towards further establishing it as a 
environmental steward within Alberta. Through minor steps like 
this we can all reduce our environmental footprint and help 
ensure future generations enjoy the sustainable development 
efforts we have undertaken today.  



Information & Support 
Resources 

You can find more information on the single-use shopping bag 
bylaw Throug any of the below sources: 

•  www.woodbuffalo.ab.ca   Go to: Residents – Bylaws 

•   www.woodbuffalo.ab.ca/byobag ; communication campaign 
site. 

•  Jarrod Peckford, Supervisor Solid Waste & Landfill Branch 
780.743.7947 



Any Questions? 




