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The Context
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Waste in Australia — The Stats

Waste generation by Waste to landfill by source
source (2006/07) (2006/07)

44 million tonnes



Waste management in Australia

e S14 billion industry
2012/2013

e Putting stuff in big
holes

e Alternative Waste
Treatment facilities

e Moves towards
waste to energy




Zero Waste — A Misnomer?

e Barriers of acceptance include:
— Fear of not reaching goal

— Antithesis of the Australia way of life — bigger,
better, more

— Just too hard

e Zero Waste South Australia — the contradiction



Fear Precludes Goal Adoption

e Based on:

— Not having enough information — poor data
collection and management across the board

— Not achieving the goal — accountability
— Uncertainty — not knowing how to get there

 Stifles innovation and dilutes possibilities



Antithesis of the Australian Way

Acquiring stuff is a mark of personal success

It’s just too hard! Or is it?



/ero Waste — An £~ e\|a‘0\e,,oal

e

* Waste stream mining is gold!

* The zero waste ethos is alive and growing
e Sustainability through Hubs

* Food security ... the ultimate dilemma



Waste Stream Mining

e The ZW waste stream - minimum 90% usable

 Markets (domestic and international) for
recycled material given:

— Government support
— Ingenuity
— Application



The Zero Waste Ethos is Growing
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Sustainability Through Hubs

* Hubs of sustainability — realising
environmental, social and economic outcomes

 Examples from all over the world

 ZWA developing Hubs in Australia that will:
— Encourage learning
— Support micro-enterprise
— Generate employment
— Deliver multiple environmental gains



Organics as Agricultural Inputs

seeks to engage the community in source
separation and to capture all organic waste to
convert to a range of high grade soil
amendments for on-farm benefit and carbon
sequestration



roundswell

demonstrating a new
economic system for ecological
business
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/ero Waste = Innovation
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www.zerowasteaustralia.org



