
Hell and High Water – 
Managing Disaster Waste at 

Bragg Creek The Flood of 2013  
Recycling? 



•  The Flood – a slideshow perspective 
•  Timeline – Start to finish 
•  The Response – a local effort 
•  The Clean-up & the Volunteers 
•  The Transfer Site  
•  Garbage versus Recyclables 
•  Lessons Learned 
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Video 

http://youtu.be/NObJReIIus8 http://youtu.be/NObJReIIus8 http://youtu.be/NObJReIIus8 

Bragg Creek Flood 2013 House Breaking  
by ZabaOfficial  

©2013 YouTube, LLC 901 Cherry Ave, San Bruno, CA 94066  



Flood Facts 

•  Worst Disaster in Alberta’s history  
•  Four people were confirmed dead 
•  Over 100,000 people displaced  
•  2,200 Canadian Armed Forces troops 

deployed 
•  Over $1.7 billion in property damage - the 

costliest natural disaster in Canadian 
history 

•  Estimated over $6 billion in total cost 



Timeline 
•  June 19 

–  Torrential rains begin falling over southern Alberta (mostly in the 
foothills) 

–  Water rises downstream 

•  June 20 
–  Rising waters trigger catastrophic flooding  

•  June 21-22 
–  32 states of local emergency were declared  
–  Numerous communities placed under evacuation orders. 

•  June 23-July 3 
–  Receding waters 
–  Clean-up of affected areas, aided by a spontaneous volunteer 

campaign 



The Bragg Creek Response 
•  Volunteers 

–  Roaming the streets 
–  At the Transfer site 

•  Staff 
–  Rocky View 
–  Alberta Waste and Recycling 
–  Waste Haulers – Foothills Disposal & WM 

•  Community Partners 
–  Tsuu Tina Nation & Volker Stevin 
–  City of Calgary 



Manual clean-up 

•  Volunteers helping cleanout residential 
and shopping areas 

•  Volunteers in the streets – loading debris 
•  Volunteers with trucks & trailers 
•  Volunteers at the transfer site  
•  Yuck factors 



The Transfer Site 
•  Volunteers 
•  Staff – The General and the little general 
•  Bins – Foothills Disposal and WM 
•  The effort to recycle 

–  Wood – the hidden gem (negotiation at its finest) 
–  Drywall 
–  Metal 

•  Fridges/Freezers 
–  Electronics 
–  HHW 
–  Tires 

•  Garbage  
–  Compaction is key 
–  Long line ups at the landfill 
–  Extra trucks/bins 
–  Workin’ Overtime 



Garbage versus Recycling 
Total waste collected in 10 days = 526.74 tonnes 
Garbage to Landfill = 260.74 tonnes  
Wood recycled = 195 tonnes 
Metal recycled = 49 tonnes 
Drywall recycled = 8 tonnes 
Cardboard = 8 tonnes 
Electronics recycled = 4 tonnes 
Other (tires, batteries) = 2 tonnes 
Total diverted = 50.5% 



Conclusion - Lessons learned 
•  Unique circumstances 

–  Small community 
–  Transfer site – no landfill 
–  Manual clean-up 
–  Small loads – trucks & trailers   

•  Community spirit - Volunteers 
•  Battleplan & Flexibility (adapt on the go) 
•  leadership with a small “l” 
•  Passion to Recycle - Business Partners 
•  Garbage – Compaction & Response Time  




