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• What are we proposing 



Municipal Waste Generation 
Conference Board of Canada 
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(Statistics Canada 2010) 
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Strategies & Agreements 

•  Alberta’s Waste Strategy 
- Approved by Cabinet in 2007 

 

•  CCME Canada–wide 
Action Plan on Extended 
Producer Responsibility 

 

•  New West Partnership 
Trade Agreement 



Greening Government Strategy 

•  Cabinet approved April 
2010  

•  Focus has been on 
reducing environmental 
footprint of buildings & 
vehicle fleets, green 
purchasing, waste 
minimization  

•  Year Three Evaluation 



Construction & Demolition  
Proposed regulated program 

consulted on in 2009  
Did not move forward:  
- concerns about financial 

implications, administrative 
burden, lack of recycling 
infrastructure in some parts of 
the province 

Now contemplating: 
-  Need for better measurement 
-  Local or regional approaches 
-  Different approaches for residential 

and non-residential building sectors 
-  Sustainable renovation/demolition 

practices for government buildings 0 
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Organics 

About 35% of the municipal 
solid waste stream 

Key Initiatives 
•  Complete 

recommendations for leaf 
and yard waste 

•  Improved data collection 
system 

•  Continue work on compost 
markets 



Tires & Paint/Paint Containers 
Business as Usual 

 

Tires 
-  Program began in 1992, managed by Alberta Recycling 
-  2010 regulatory amendments added off-road and industrial tires 

to program  
-  70 million tires recycled since program began 
 

Paint/Paint Containers 
-  Program began in 2008, managed by Alberta Recycling 
-  8.5 million litres of paint & 411,000 aerosols recycled since 

program began 



Beverage Containers 
Business as Usual 

•  Program started in 1972 and is managed by the 
Beverage Container Management Board  

 

•  Deposit-refund rates raised in 2008, dairy containers 
added to program in 2009 

 

•  Albertans recycled over 1.9 billion beverage 
containers in 2012  

 

•  Goal: increase the overall recycling rate to 85%. 
Currently at 82.4% (up from 76% prior to program 
changes) 



Proposing Some Changes 
 

• Have developed several proposed changes 
to Alberta’s regulatory framework for 
recycling 
 

• No decisions have been made as yet 
 

• Will be requesting your feedback this fall 



Proposed Changes 

 
• Consolidate Alberta’s eight existing recycling 
regulations into one, the Designated Materials 
Recycling Regulation 
 
• Remove environmental fees from regulation 
while still ensuring consumer protection 



Proposed Changes 
Used Oil Materials Recycling Program 

 •  Program started in 1997 and is managed by the Alberta 
Used Oil Management Association 

•  To date has recycled 1.2 billion litres used oil; 98 million 
filters; 24,000T of plastic containers  

 

Proposed Changes: 
•  Expand the used oil materials recycling program 

– Add other automotive fluid containers (antifreeze, windshield 
washer, diesel exhaust fluid containers) 

•  Increase environmental fee on containers 



Proposed Changes 
Electronics Recycling Program 

 
•  Program launched in 2004 and is managed by Alberta 

Recycling 
•  Over 5.5 million televisions and computer components 

recycled 
 
Proposed Change: 
•  Expand the electronics recycling program 

– Add small appliances, audio/visual equipment, 
telecommunication equipment, power tools 



Proposed Changes 

• Enable extended producer responsibility 
– Establishes producers’ responsibility for the end-of-life 

management of their products or packaging 
 

• Designate the following materials to be 
managed under an extended producer 
responsibility program 
– Packaging and printed paper 
– Household hazardous waste 



Proposed Changes 

 

• Support action on Alberta’s Too Good To Waste 
Strategy and meet CCME Commitments 
 

• Reduce municipal and taxpayer costs 
 

• Improve Albertans’ access to recycling 
 

• Harmonize approach with neighboring 
provinces 
 



Consultation Process 

•  Consultation will begin later this month 
•  Majority of feedback collected through an online 

consultation workbook  
•  Department staff available to meet with any groups that 

wish to meet 
•  Letter going out to key groups with more details 
 

Contact: ESRD.RecyclingRegulation@gov.ab.ca 
 

Website: www.environment.alberta.ca (click on “Waste”) 



 
Thank You 

 
Patrick.Kane@gov.ab.ca 

780-422-2136 
 
 


