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RECYCLING  COUNCIL  OF  ALBERTA  NEWSLETTER Fall 2011
Recycling Council of Alberta 
Means Business at its Annual 
Waste Reduction Conference
The Recycling Council of Alberta’s annual waste reduction conference, “Recycling 
Means Business”, was held Oct 5-7 at the Westin Hotel in Edmonton. This year’s event 
proved very popular, with close to 300 attendees participating.

Conference events kicked off with a choice of golfing at The Legends Golf and 
Country Club, or a variety of tours, including the Ambleside Eco Station and a tour 
of one of Edmonton’s Net Zero Energy homes. Featured this year was a tour of the 
Edmonton Waste Management Centre, which was also preceded by a seminar that 
provided an overview of the Advanced Energy Research Facility. This seminar and 
tour combo proved very popular, and with the support of the Edmonton Waste 
Management Centre of Excellence, attendees were treated to an excellent overview of 
Edmonton’s future innovation plans.

Featured speakers this year included Toby Heaps from Corporate Knights who 
had a very thought-provoking presentation on the human mind, and motivations 
for various behaviours. A wide variety of topics throughout the conference included 
environmental programs at government and non-profit organizations, corporate 
initiatives, C&D waste reduction, communications opportunities, hazardous waste 
continued on page 2
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Directors – Dean Brawn, Ray Dumouchel,  
Don Hughes, Kevin Kernaghan, 
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Ryan O’Grady,  Shawn Searle, 
Ian Traquair
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Jennifer Koole,  Linda McDonald, 
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Alberta Environment and Water

RCA Patrons

Gold Patrons –  Alberta Used Oil 
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continued from title page 
and composting. The closing keynote was a visually stimulating adventure 
highlighting the experiences of Gavin Scott and Tyler Barkhouse on their 
remediation expedition to the Antarctic, complete with penguins, whales 
and icebergs.

Networking opportunities were varied and truly appreciated, from the 
ARMA welcome dinner and collection site awards, followed by the welcome 
reception and improv entertainment where we all learned much more about 
President Jason London’s life, to the Mobster Ball and Banquet, where a wide 
variety of mobsters entered our Speakeasy and danced to the fantastic tunes 
of The Classics well into the evening. This year also saw a wide array of trade 
booths representing organizations from across the industry.

A special thanks goes out to the many generous sponsors who helped 
to make this event possible. Thanks also to our volunteers who contributed 
their time and energy to adding those special touches.

We look forward to seeing everyone next year for our 25th anniversary 
conference at the Jasper Park Lodge October 3-5, 2012. Rumour has it that 
we are having a Ceilidh to celebrate.

Proceedings from this year’s conference are available for download at 
www.recycle.ab.ca/2011proceedings.

http://www.recyclinghotline.ca
http://www.recycle.ab.ca/2011proceedings
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At the October 6, 2011 AGM at The Westin Edmonton, 
RCA members elected a new board of directors, shown 
in the picture below. 

In keeping with the bylaws, at the first RCA board 
meeting following the AGM, the board elected the 
following Executive Members:

President – Jason London
Vice President – Sharon Howland
Secretary – Maegan Lukian
Treasurer – Anne Auriat

RCA Members Elect  
New Board of Directo
Wondering Where to  
Recycle Your Stuff?

Visit Alberta’s Recycling Hotline  
at www.recyclinghotline.ca  
or phone 1.800.463.6326
Completing the board are directors Dean Brawn, 
Ray Dumouchel, Don Hughes, Kevin Kernaghan, 
Sarah MacDonald, David Maplethorpe, Ryan O’Grady, 
Shawn Searle, Ian Traquair

The RCA also includes a number of liaison members 
that attend meetings for information and communication 
sharing: Mary Grace Curtis (City of Red Deer), 
Jennifer Koole (City of Calgary), Linda McDonald 
(Alberta CARE), Dave Schaaf (City of Lethbridge), 
Trent Tompkins (City of Edmonton), Alberta Environment 
and Water.
Christmas Party
You are invited to attend the

RCA Board of Directors’ 
vitation

Back row (left to right): Don Hughes, Sarah MacDonald, 
Sharon Howland, Kevin Kernaghan, David Maplethorpe, 
Anne Auriat; Front row: Shawn Searle, Ryan O’Grady, 
Dean Brawn, Ray Dumouchel, Maegan Lukian, 
Jason London, Ian Traquair
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on Tuesday, December 13, 2011
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

at the University of Alberta’s Alumni House 
in Edmonton (corner of Saskatchewan Drive 

and 116 Street, see included map for details).

Join us for snacks, entertainment and  
good company.

reply by November 30th to let us know whether 
 will attend.  Email us at info@recycle.ab.ca or 

give us a call at (403) 843-6563.

hristmas Party
  

Please 
you

C

Twas the day after Christmas
and all through the house

people were tossing garbage
Oh what’s this all about

The garbage men all scowled
and thought, my poor back

For the many extra tonnes they must load
Why couldn’t manufacturers take some of it back?

The trucks all groaned with the loads they had to bear
to take it to a landfill, a MRF, or somewhere

To where some people think, it is out of my way
Just take it somewhere, just take it away

So please stop to think before you get all your treasures
Reusable bags are a must, an environmental measure

And limit the packaging and think Ho Ho Ho
Mother nature will be happy with me don’t you know

And when it is time to toss a little away
Source separate the materials for your local WMA  

(waste management authority)

Editor: We knew Steve was a waste consultant extraordinaire, 
and a pretty good musician, but who knew he had a literary 
flair? Thanks, Steve, for the great contribution.

by Steve Johnson

The day 
after Christmas
3
Box 23, Bluffton, AB  T0C 0M0 phone 403.843.6563 fax 403.843.4156 email info@recycle.ab.ca website www.recycle.ab.ca
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www .thinkgreen .com

Feature sponsored by

inability

s t a r t i n g  s e p t e m b e r  1
The Town of Cochrane 
proudly launched its 
new Automated Waste 
& Recycling Program 
on September 1, 2011 . 
The Roll With It Cochrane 
program brings our 
community one step 
closer to achieving the 
sustainability goals 
outlined in the Cochrane 
Sustainability Plan .

The new Automated Waste & Recycling program 
is a greener, cleaner, more efficient way to provide 
waste and recycling collection services to our residents . 
The program reaches almost 6000 households – every 
household now has access to a convenient weekly 
curbside recycling service .

The pathways described in the Cochrane 
Sustainability Plan outline the steps Cochrane needs 
to take to achieve our sustainability goals . We are 
responsible citizens of the planet . We take responsibility 
for the resources we consume, the energy we use and 
the waste that we generate . The Roll With It Cochrane 
program allows Cochrane residents to easily and actively 
participate as responsible stewards of our planet . 

The Roll With It Cochrane program through its 
convenience alone is expected to increase recycling 
behaviour within Cochrane – leading to an increase in 
recyclables collected and diverted from landfill . Taking 
into consideration the emissions associated with the 
collection vehicles, the processing of the materials and 
remanufacturing of recyclables into new products – 
the Roll With It Cochrane program will 
lead to a reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions equivalent to removing almost 
800 passenger vehicles from the road!

While the program has only just 
launched, we have already seen that 
Cochrane residents are embracing it . 

Rolling Towards Susta
Do you have a Waste

Submit details on your successful business or municipal program to inf
85% of households are placing their 
recycling cart out for collection 
weekly, whereas, in the past only 
25% of Cochrane residents were 
recycling on a regular basis at the 
Recycling Depot . In the first full 
month, Cochrane’s Automated 
Waste and Recycling program 
collected 141 MT of recycling at 
the curb, while waste set out for 
collection fell by about 10% . 

The combination of recycling picked up and 
recycling dropped off at the Eco Centre (formerly 
Recycling Depot) totalled 191 MT in September . 
That’s an increase of nearly 250% . Cochrane achieved 
a curbside waste diversion rate of 45% with the launch 
of the new program in September, residents stockpiled 
their materials resulting in a slightly skewed diversion 
rate which levelled off to 37% in October .

The Roll With It Cochrane program and the expansion 
of services at the Cochrane Eco Centre (formally 
Recycling Depot) which will also be rolled out in 2012 
are steps in the right direction towards achieving our 
sustainability goals . Waste reduction and recycling are 
perhaps the easiest ways for us to have an immediate 
positive impact on the environmental sustainability 
of our community . Cochrane has always boasted 
about the natural beauty of our surroundings – the 
Roll With It Cochrane program is one way in which 
we as a community can contribute to sustaining that 
natural heritage . 

submitted by Sharon Howland, Town of Cochrane
 Reduction Success Story? 

o@recycle.ab.ca, fax 403.843.4156 or phone 403.843.6563 for further details.

http://www.thinkgreen.com
http://www.thinkgreen.com
http://www.thinkgreen.com


Does your municipality or organization need help with 
specific tasks or projects this summer? Look no further – 
RCA’s Ambassadors can help.

The RCA hires a group of  university/college students 
from May through August. The students travel throughout 
Alberta delivering projects, such as public information 
events, surveys, waste audits and other field research, 
while gaining valuable experience that assists them 
in their education and career pursuits.

Project duration can vary from one day to 4 months. RCA Ambassadors bring an 
environmental, marketing or technical background, combined 
with a keen interest in applying their educational experience, 
as well as the support of  the RCA administration and Board.

If  you have a project that may benefit from the 
involvement of  the RCA’s Recycling Ambassadors, 
email info@recycle.ab.ca or give us a call at 403.843.6563 
to discuss your requirements 
and budget.

Have a Summer Project but No Available Staff?  
Hire an RCA Ambassador!
5

FA
LL

  2
01

1

recycle and receive a refund
Return your beverage containers to your nearest bottle depot for recycling 
and a refund of either 10¢ or 25¢! They are ALL eligible for a refund.

www.bcmb.ab.ca

http://www.bcmb.ab.ca
mailto:info@recycle.ab.ca
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lberta Honours 
 Winners
The Recycling Council of Alberta (RCA) unveiled the 
winners of their annual Rs of Excellence Awards at 
their annual conference held in Edmonton. Deserving 
businesses, organizations, municipalities and individuals 
were honored for their outstanding contributions to waste 
reduction, recycling and resource conservation in Alberta. 
Awards were presented to the following recipients in their 
particular category.

Leadership in C&D Recycling Award: 
Alberta Waste & Recycling

In spring 2008, Alberta 
Waste and Recycling 
opened its first Resource 
Recovery Depot in Airdrie for 
managing construction waste, 
recycling wood, drywall, 
asphalt shingles, concrete 
and asphalt. The company 
opened a second Recycling 
Depot in northeast Calgary 
in August 2009, a third 
Recycling Depot in South 
Calgary in October 2010 and 

a fourth Recycling Depot in Northwest Calgary in the 
summer of 2011.

The business model of the satellite Resource Recovery 
Depots for management of construction waste materials 
has been a very important innovation for Alberta. It has 
provided opportunities for builders and waste contractors 
to recycle materials more conveniently and economically 
and has substantially raised the profile of construction 
waste recycling. 

To date, Alberta Waste and Recycling has diverted 
over 25,000 tonnes of construction waste and has 
consistently achieved over 97.8% waste diversion 
at its Resource Recovery Depots.

Government Leadership Award: Government 
of Alberta - Greening Government Strategy

In April 2010, 
the Government 
of Alberta 
Cabinet 
approved 
the Greening 
Government 
Strategy. The 
Strategy commits 

Recycling Council of A
2011 Waste Reduction
the government to continuously reducing environmental 
impacts that result from its operations and overall 
procurement practices. 

The Greening Government Strategy is a commitment 
to walking the talk and demonstrating leadership in 
government operations. 

Some highlights of Greening Government initiatives 
already underway: 

100% of electricity purchased for government-•	
owned buildings is from green sources
All construction and renovation projects over •	
$2.5 million are built to a LEED Silver standard
Waste diversion programs in government buildings, •	
including a waste diversion rate of 72% in the 
Provincial Legislature 
Green purchasing practices have been implemented •	
across departments
Green Teams have been established across the •	
government to promote green activities that reduce 
waste, minimize travel impacts, green purchasing 
and conserve energy

Community-Based Social Marketing Award: 
Green Calgary – Healthy Homes Calgary

Green Calgary’s 
newest 
program – 
Healthy Homes 
Calgary – was 
launched on 
January 1, 2009. 
The Program 
aims to improve 
personal health, 

build community resilience, and reduce pressure on the 
natural environment. These objectives are achieved by 
working with families directly in the home, providing 
accessible, easy-to-use information, as well as the 
resources and tools necessary to create positive and 
lasting change. 

The program involves two in-home consultations 
spread over a three to four month period, thus giving 
motivation to the participants to implement the 
recommended changes. To date, the program has engaged 
over 800 households, installing water and energy saving 
devices, delivering rain barrels and compost bins, while 
providing additional tools for waste reduction and 
improved indoor air quality.

Healthy Homes Calgary is based on a community-
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Wondering Where to Recycle Your Stuff?

Visit Alberta’s Recycling Hotline  
at www.recyclinghotline.ca  
or phone 1.800.463.6326
based social marketing (CBSM) approach, which draws 
heavily on research in social psychology which indicates 
that initiatives to promote behaviour change are often 
most effective when they are carried out at a community 
level and involve direct contact with people. With this in 
mind, the Program was designed to address the various 
barriers to changes, whether real or perceived, and help 
people move from a place of inaction to one of action. 

Corporate Leadership Award: London Drugs
London Drugs has been quietly 
recycling and embracing product 
stewardship for years. When 
it started, it was not because it 
was fashionable to be green, but 
rather because it made business 
sense and is consistent with its 
corporate values.

Programs have evolved over 
the decades, but since 2007, 
Alberta stores have reduced 
material going to landfill by 
approximately 55%.

On average, each month 
London Drugs recycles: 

50,000 pounds of e-waste •	
8000 pounds of plastic •	
765,000 pounds of cardboard•	

London Drugs customers can return many items to 
the store for recycling. For example, customers bring 
in their old electric appliances and computer/electronic 
items that were originally purchased at London Drugs for 
recycling through its E-waste program.

As part of its ongoing commitment to environmental 
responsibility, London Drugs continues to provide its 
customers with innovative consumer choices. Energy 
saving lighting and electronics, biodegradable cleaning 
products, organic cosmetics and recycled paper are just 
some of the environmentally friendly products available 
at London Drugs.

Media Award: Kevin Ma
Kevin has to be the keenest 
environmental reporter around. 
He is always on top of the most 
recent waste reduction and 
recycling stories, even going so 
far in the interests of research 
as to subject his family to a 
household waste audit.

Even though he works for 
a relatively small newspaper, the 

St. Albert Gazette, Kevin has found a focus and passion in 
environmental issues, in particular those related to waste 
reduction. Larger city papers rarely cover these issues to 
the depth that Kevin does, and waste issues in the Capital 
Region have benefitted from Kevin’s attention to detail.

Kevin continues to go after the waste story with 
his unique focussed and objective style, and those in 
the waste management industry appreciate his ongoing 
interest in this topic.

Many waste management professionals agree that they 
have heard more from Kevin over the years than all other 
reporters combined. This guy takes his waste seriously, 
and the industry is better for it.

Lifetime Achievement Award: Larry George
Since 1996, when he 
became Education 
Officer for the City 
of Edmonton Waste 
Management Branch, 
teacher Larry George 
has provided over 
2,700 tours and 
presentations on waste 
reduction to more than 

100,000 students, teachers, parents and adults. In his very 
dedicated and friendly fashion he has inspired thousands 
of people to reduce, reuse and recycle.

Larry has had a wide range of audiences, including 
secondary and post-secondary students, ESL students, 
professional associations, seniors, diplomats, technical 
groups, politicians, and teachers. His tours are always a 
smash hit with students and teachers alike. His gentle yet 
firm teaching style is well-received and his dedication to 
fostering student understanding of sometimes complicated 
processes comes through and is much appreciated by all. 
Evaluations of his work are consistently full of praise, 
year after year. 

Larry also makes the personal effort to research and 
stay current not only with local, provincial and national 
programs. He always comes back from his vacations with 
pictures of recycling containers, exotic dumpsters, garbage 
trucks, waste processing facilities, and on it goes. It is this 
abiding passion that has made Larry such an effective and 
beloved environmental educator for so many years.

Indeed, as part of an FCM initiative, he was even 
invited to China for two weeks to work, unpaid, with 
students, teachers and administrators on how to effectively 
provide inspiring environmental education.
7
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k 2011

Breakfast TV Calgary launched Waste Reduction Week 
(WRW) in Alberta on October 17 at the Cascades 
Recovery Inc site. Bill Stitt and his crew were gracious 
hosts, allowing the backdrop of their materials recovery 
facility to provide a wonderful connection between five 
different show segments. Clint Domansky, AUOMA 
Board Chair, started the morning off by sharing AUOMA’s 
milestone of recycling one billion litres of used oil in 
Alberta. Mr. Oil Drop, AUOMA’s mascot, was on hand to 
share in this exciting news. Alberta Recycling had some 
milestones to share as well. 65 million tires, 3.5 million 
computers and TVs and 6 million litres of paint have been 
recycled in Alberta according to their Communications 
Manager, Betty Gray. Christina Seidel, with the help of 
Alberta Beverage Container Recycling Corporation’s 
mascot, M.T., highlighted the provincial beverage 
container refund system for the viewers. Sarah MacDonald 
from Green Calgary gave the Breakfast TV host a lesson in 
how to compost kitchen scraps. Finally Dave Merredew 
from the City of Calgary talked about what not to put out 
at the curb for recycling using examples of things brought 
in to Cascades’ materials recovery facility.

The RCA assisted the City of Edmonton with the 
announcement of their Small Business Eco Challenge 

Waste Reduction Wee
1 billion litres
              of used 

Since 1997 over

nearly 90 million

and 20 million kg.
      plastic oil con

That’s how Alberta’s used oil materials recycling pro
    is making every drop count both environmentally a

have been recove
and reused respo

Alberta Used Oil Management Association | 1
winners (see story on page 12). Provincial sponsor, 
Tim Hortons, provided a waste-free coffee and snack 
break for this event. The RCA also manned a booth 
at the University of Alberta’s Sustainability Awareness 
Week. Once again Edmonton’s Habitat for Humanity’s 
ReStore held a customer appreciation event to celebrate 
WRW. Radio remotes were broadcast from both the north 
and south side stores. Jason London (north side store), 
Shawn Searle and Anne Ruzicka (south side store) were 
oil
 used oil filters

 of used
tainers

gram 
nd economically.

red, recycled 
nsibly in Alberta.

-888-922-2298 usedoilrecycling.com

http://www.usedoilrecycling.com


interviewed by the radio hosts. Tim Hortons provided 
reusable travel mugs for prizes in the south side store.

A new toolkit was made available this year for 
municipalities, offering tips and suggestions for 
celebrating WRW. Twenty municipalities submitted 
their proclamations and this information was posted 
on the RCA’s WRW web page and as well added to the 
national list of municipalities from across Canada who 
proclaimed WRW.

There were a number of school campaigns promoted 
for WRW this year. Grade four students once again 
were encouraged to participate in the Triple StaRs Waste 
Reduction Challenge. Following WRW, Aurora School in 
Drayton Valley made a presentation of their class results 
to Alberta’s new Environment Minister, Diana McQueen. 
All schools and post-secondary institutions were 
also encouraged to participate in national sponsor’s 
Recycle My Cell contest for the chance to win $500.

There were many events being held across the 
province. A number of municipalities, organizations and 
schools from Alberta posted their WRW events online. 
These included:

Strathcona County – waste-free lunch contest•	
City of Edmonton – composting & grasscycling •	
promotion; litterless lunch challenge for city staff
Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development – •	
hosted displays, an exchange table, demonstrations 
and a lunch hour movie
Public school in Calgary (unnamed) – participating •	
in District organics collection program
Kidseat Recyclers – recycles used child car seats •	
through media outlets and drop off centres
Edamame Kids – business will be paper bag free by •	
the end of the year
Public school in central Alberta (unnamed) – •	
holding a waste-free lunch competition between 
all classes
Spruce Grove – community screening of •	
Garbage! The Revolution Starts at Home
Public school in southern Alberta (unnamed) – •	
started a vermicomposter
Kerry Wood Nature Centre – hosted  •	
a Trash to Treasure Swap
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo – single-use •	
bag ban
Ecole Dickinsfield School in Fort McMurray – •	
doing waste-free lunches for the whole school year
City of Red Deer – hosted Kick It to the Curb event•	
RCA – coordinated a media launch event in Calgary•	
FA
LL
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A big THANK YOU goes out to the provincial WRW sponsors.  
Without their generous support, WRW in Alberta would not have been possible.
9
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 Green Light 
Four communities in Calgary will start using green carts 
for their food and yard waste in March 2012 after Council 
unanimously approved a pilot diversion program.

Food and yard waste makes up nearly 60% of 
residential garbage going to landfill for disposal and 
represents the biggest opportunity to achieve Council’s 
goal of diverting 80% of waste from landfills by 2020 
for the residential sector.

“Food and yard waste in a landfill does not break 
down into compost but instead produces methane, a 
greenhouse gas that contributes to climate change,” said 
Dave Griffiths, Director of Waste & Recycling Services. 
“By composting this organic material, instead of burying 
it in a landfill, we can reduce waste and greenhouse 
gases, extend the life of landfills and produce compost, 
a valuable product.”

Approximately 7500 homes will be included in the 
pilot, which will collect a broader range of materials than 
people can typically handle in a backyard composter. That 
includes meat, fish, bones and dairy products in addition 
to fruit, vegetables, leaves, plant clippings and branches. 
Each home in the pilot will receive a green cart, paper 
yard waste bags, 
a kitchen pail and 
compostable liners for 
the pail. There will 
be no charge to those 
households for the 
duration of the pilot. 
The food and yard 
waste will be taken 
to a private company 
for composting. 

The green carts 
will be collected every 
week, just like the 

Green Cart Pilot Gets
in Calgary
WAVOR WIRE LTD. 

• Pre-looped Bale Ties 

• 100# Box Wire 

• Galvanized Carrier Wire 

• Black Annealed Carrier Wire 

• US Wire Tie Parts 

• New & Used Balers 

Toll Free 1-888-889-2867 ~ warren@wavorwire.com  ~  www.wavorwire.com 
blue recycling carts. Black cart garbage collection in the 
pilot communities will occur every other week since most 
of the material that decomposes and produces odours will 
now be in the green carts. Only two carts will be collected 
on the same day. The third one will be collected on a 
separate day. WRS will test different combinations – blue 
and black carts together or blue and green carts together. 

The research firm IPSOS Reid conducted citizen 
surveys and focus groups in April 2011 and found strong 
support for this program: 83% of Calgarians support 
a food and yard waste program and 96% agree that it is 
important to reduce the amount of household waste going 
to landfills. 

Griffiths said after the successful launch of 
Blue Cart recycling this program is the next big step 
towards achieving The City’s environmental goals. 
“Calgarians have embraced Blue Cart recycling, which 
has doubled 
the amount of 
materials recycled 
each year. 
Diverting food 
and yard waste 
is an important 
piece in moving us 
closer to our target 
of 80% diversion 
by the year 2020.” 

Waste & Recycling Services will report back 
to Council by March 2013 with pilot results and 
recommendations for a city-wide program that if approved 
could be implemented in the 2015-17 business cycle.

submitted by City of Calgary

http://www.wavorwire.com
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DIVERSION
WWWWWastastastastasteeeee 

ManagementManagementManagementManagementManagement
ConsultingConsultingConsultingConsultingConsulting

EXPERTS
IN

WASTE
SerSerSerSerServicesvicesvicesvicesvices 

Serving Alberta Since 2002 

2cg  provides complete and 
comprehensive consulting services 
in ALL areas of waste management 
& diversion. 

2cg is recognized for specialized 
expertise in the management of 
organic wastes and composting. 

2cg has developed a strong 
presence and reputation with all 
levels of government and the 
private sector. 

RECYCLING WASTE AUDITING 

COMPOSTING                   C&D 

2cg will develop and deliver the 
specialized strategies and 

specific solutions you require. 

      Paul van der Werf, M.Sc.
   tel:(1-877-801-7733) paulv@2cg.ca 

www.2cg.ca 

        www.mygreenworkplace.ca 
On October 12, Diana McQueen 
was sworn in as Minister 
of Environment and Water. 
Ms. McQueen was elected to 
her first term as a Member of the 
Legislative Assembly for Drayton 
Valley-Calmar on March 3, 2008. 
She also serves as Chair of the 
Regulatory Review Committee, 
Alberta Energy.

Previously, Ms. McQueen served as Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Minister of Energy and the Minister 
of Environment and as a co-chair for Climate Change 
Central. She has also served as a member of the Standing 
Committee on Resources and the Environment and the 
Standing Committee on Private Bills.

Ms. McQueen’s varied experience prior to serving as 
a Member of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta includes 
working for Amoco Canada, managing a retail business 
and providing board development instruction with the 
provincial board development program. She is also active 
in her community and has served as a school board chair 
and trustee, and as the mayor of Drayton Valley.

The Minister’s mandate, as prescribed in a letter from 
the premier, includes the following objectives:

Begin the final stage consultation on key actions •	
under the Water for Life Strategy with proposals 
on how to move forward together with stakeholders 
and experts.
Together with the Ministers of Agriculture and •	
Rural Development, Energy and Sustainable 
Resource Development, design and implement 
an initiative to make Alberta the national leader 
in energy efficiency and sustainability.
Develop the appropriate partnerships, inside and •	
outside of government, to deliver a credible and 
open-source information system on science-based 
environmental indicators.
In collaboration with the Ministers of Energy •	
and Sustainable Resource Development, 
implement the Regulatory Enhancement Task 
Force recommendations, including the creation 
of a single regulator for oil and gas.
Together with the Minister of Energy, work •	
with the federal government to ensure future 
coal-fired regulations support the common goal 
of reducing carbon dioxide emissions, without 
unduly impacting Alberta consumers.

We are hoping the Minister’s previous involvement 
with the waste file will also mean that waste reduction 
and recycling will also receive priority within her very 
busy portfolio.

Meet the Minister
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iness Eco Challenge 
The City of Edmonton introduced a new Small Business 
Eco Challenge during Environment Week 2011. Small 
for-profit businesses (under 100 employees) within 
the city that have been in operation for one year or 
more were encouraged to submit an application for this 
Challenge. Entries were judged within the six categories 
of the City’s environmental strategic plan, The Way 
We Green. These included energy and climate change; 
food resiliency (protection of local food supply or 
agriculture); solid waste reduction; land conservation and 
biodiversity; water quality protection and conservation; 
and air quality. Winners were announced during Small 
Business Week which coincides with Waste Reduction 
Week. Mark Brostom, Director of Office of Environment, 
handed out the cash prize awards to the winners 
as Heather Wheeliker, Community and Employee 
Engagement Lead, read a synopsis of the winning entries.

In the businesses with one to ten employees category, 
the first place winner was Eco Ammo. They provide 
sustainable building design and construction consulting 
in addition to sustainable operations consulting, carbon 
monitoring and event tracking for other businesses. Some 
of their green initiatives include use of energy-efficient 
lighting; using local food suppliers for catering; paper-free 
office (no printer, fax or copier); and encouraging clients 
to implement water saving strategies at their events. 

The second place winner was Earth Legacy Inc. This 
business provides landscaper design, implementation and 
education for sustainable landscapes and permaculture. 
Their green initiatives include a wind-powered web site; 
their company vehicle is a scooter; landscapes designed 
by the company encourage soil preservation, water 
catchment and biodiversity; and no pesticides, herbicides 
or chemical fertilizers are used on their projects. 

Jason Maminski, (web developer) was the third-
place winner in this category. With over 10 years 
experience building web sites, Jason has created web 
sites and web applications for numerous companies, 
governments and industries. His green initiatives include 
a home-based business which reduces GHGs and energy 
use; his company reimburses staff costs for bus or LRT 
travel; and catering services are through local businesses 
using locally-grown produce.

Businesses with 11 to 50 employees also had three 
winners. First place went to Oil Country Engineering, 
who provides consulting, design and testing services to 
the oilfield manufacturing industry. Some of their green 
initiatives include systems operating with purchased 
100% renewable energy; vermicomposting lunch scraps; 

Edmonton’s Small Bus
Winners Announced
offices are cleaned with natural, biodegradeable cleaning 
products; and the creation of a Goods Sharing web site 
for employees to share belongings. 

Second place went to PC Corp. They offer business 
to business network infrastructure implementation and 
support as well as large volume procurement. Their green 
initiatives include offering clients remote service options 
for network support; encouraging clients to use EPEAT 
or Energy Star-rated equipment; requiring all suppliers to 
report on their environmental practices; and establishing 
a company Green Practices Committee to meet 
environmental obligations. 

Solstice Canada was the third place winner in 
this category. They are an environmental consulting 
company, specializing in soil assessment, remediation, 
project management and air photo interpretation. Green 
initiatives include renovation of their existing building 
to be eco-friendly; establishment of an Employee Green 
Team; and working with clients to recognize and protect 
areas of ecological significance.

In the 51 to 100 employees category, there was only 
one winner. Urban Systems provides consulting services 
in transportation planning, stormwater management, 
landscape architecture and community planning. Their 
green initiatives include renovation of an existing 
downtown building for their offices; purchasing bus 
passes for employees; creation of a bike share program for 
employees; implementing a Meatless Monday potluck; and 
using bicycle couriers for deliveries.

As a result of the success of this initiative, the 
City of Edmonton plans to hold a Small Business 
Eco Challenge again next year.
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ot Renewable Fuel
Excerpt from an editorial by Allen Hershkowitz,  
Senior Scientist at the Natural Resources Defense Council
Should municipal solid waste (MSW) be converted 

into energy? Is it a renewable fuel?
Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) in the US 

require electric utilities to generate a certain percentage 
of electricity from renewable energy sources. Although 
there are no federal renewable energy standards, 
as of 2010, twenty-eight US states had adopted 
an RPS standard.

While there is near unanimity among 
environmentalists, policy makers, and industry officials 
that recycling should be given priority in how we manage 
our wastes, in numerous states with RPS standards, 
municipal waste is in fact classified as a renewable fuel and 
strong lobbying efforts are underway working to expand 
the number of jurisdictions that classify municipal waste 
as a renewable fuel.

It would be a mistake to classify municipal solid waste 
as a renewable fuel without carefully examining the facts. 
Most of the materials found in MSW cannot be considered 
a renewable fuel.

How should each category of municipal waste 
be handled for best ecological result? For the reasons 
summarized below, most – about 75% to 80% – should 
be recycled.

Plastics are petroleum. Although plastics contain 
about 12,000 Btus/lbs, they are fossil fuels and cannot be 
classified as a renewable energy source. Petroleum-based 
plastics should be recycled.

Metals are made from non-renewable ores and 
minerals. Metals are low in Btus (300 Btus/lbs compared 
with 12,000 Btus/lbs for plastics) and should be recycled. 
It is as a secondary raw material at the manufacturing 
sector, not in a combustor, that metals provide the greatest 
energy benefit.

Glass is manufactured using non-renewable fossil 
fuels, and is made from a non-renewable, albeit currently 
plentiful raw material. It is not high in Btus, containing 
only 60 Btus/lbs. Glass should be recycled.

Paper, for many reasons other than those relating to 
energy calculations, should be recycled. We can debate 
whether all forests should be considered renewable, but 
certainly many that are being destroyed for paper making 
are ecologically rare and biologically irreplaceable. The 
bio-chemical processes currently used for paper making 
are not always renewable. Moreover, the manufacture 
of paper involves the use of non-renewable energy, and 
pulp and paper mills are classified as a “major” source of 
hazardous air emissions by the EPA. 

Food scraps that cannot be recovered for 
redistribution should be composted or sent to a sewage 
treatment plant. They are high in moisture and not 
particularly high in Btus (2,000 Btus/lbs compared with 

Municipal Waste is N
12,000 Btus/lbs for plastics, 7,200 Btus/lbs for paper, 
and 8,000 Btus/lbs for wood).

Yard waste should also be composted. Its Btu value 
is only 2,800 Btus/lbs, although a portion of yard waste 
is woody debris at 8,000 Btus/lbs, and can be considered 
renewable and combusted for energy recovery.

Wood is generally a renewable resource (see 
qualification about certain ecologically rare forests 
referenced above) and is combustible, producing 
8,000 Btus/lbs. Moreover, wood recovered from the 
MSW stream cannot be composted due to contaminants 
and should not be landfilled due to the emissions it 
causes. Wood recovered from MSW should be combusted 
for energy recovery.

Rubber, Textiles, and Leather are manufactured using 
fossil fuels and other non-renewable resources. Given the 
nature of their manufacture, they cannot be considered 
a renewable fuel despite their high Btu value, ranging 
from 7,500 Btus/lbs (textiles and leather) to 10,000 Btus/
lbs (rubber). These materials should be recycled or 
composted, and the portion not recovered for recycling 
can be considered for combustion for energy recovery, 
but cannot be considered renewable fuel.

So the only portions of the municipal waste stream 
that can be considered a non-recyclable renewable fuel are 
wood and a portion of yard wastes. If we inappropriately 
include all yard wastes in this category and correctly 
include all wood, they together total ~20% of the waste 
stream. That is why NRDC estimates that about 80% 
of the MSW stream is either recyclable, made from a 
non-renewable resource, or is otherwise not well-suited 
for combustion due to low Btus (or a combination of 
all three).

About 12% of all MSW is currently combusted 
in the US for energy recovery (as of 2009). Of that 
amount, NRDC would estimate that more than half 
of all the material being sent to existing combustors 
is either recyclable, compostable, non-renewable, 
or non-combustible. 

The NRDC sees no basis for classifying MSW 
combustion as currently practiced as an energy source 
supplied by renewable fuel.

Wind is renewable.
Sunlight is renewable.
Water is renewable.
The non-renewable petroleum, ores, minerals and 

other materials that comprise MSW, and that are refined 
and manufactured through polluting processes that rely 
on the use of fossil fuels, are not renewable fuels.

Source: NRDC Switchboard - Allen Hershkowitz’s Blog
13
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CANADIAN NEWS

Evergreen Buys Recycle Plus Fibre
Recycle Plus Fibre of Grande Prairie has been 

purchased by Evergreen Ecological Services under their 
Grande Prairie ‘Terra Nova’ division who will continue 
operations under this name. Recycle Plus’ bottle depot 
operations are not impacted by this sale.

45,000 Thermostats Diverted in Canada
Canadians have recycled more than 45,000 

mercury-containing thermostats, thanks to the Heating, 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute of Canada’s 
(HRAI’s) Switch the Stat program.

Introduced in 2006, the Switch the Stat program 
provides businesses and residents with a safe and easy 
way to dispose of old thermostats that contain mercury. 
It also encourages businesses and residents to replace 
their old thermostats with energy efficient, programmable 
units to help reduce energy consumption and greenhouse 
gas emissions.

By the end of August, the program had safely 
recovered more than 178 kilograms of mercury.

Currently, the program operates in Ontario, British 
Columbia and Manitoba. HRAI plans to expand the 
program to other provinces in the future.

For a list of drop-off locations, visit 
www.switchthestat.ca

Source: Solid Waste & Recycling

Editor: It would be interesting to know what diversion 
rate this represents – how many thermostats still ended 
up in landfills?
Canadian Grocers to Require Suppliers 
to Shift to PET Clamshells

In a recent article in Plastics News it was reported 
that Canada’s top five grocery chains have announced that 
they will require suppliers to shift to PET for clamshell 
thermoformed packaging in a move designed to simplify 
the product stream and increase recycling.

Pushing for PET and eliminating, as much as possible, 
“look-alike” plastics which complicate recovery (and 
discourage both municipal collectors and recyclers 
from taking clamshell containers) the retailers say 
their initiative will open the “floodgates” for increased 
thermoformed PET collection and reuse.

Source: Recycling Product News

Tim Hortons Brings Recycling Home
Tim Hortons announced on October 20th that its 

disposable cups can now be recycled in Nova Scotia 
and will be made into take-out trays for the popular 
coffee chain. A new program will send used cups 
to Scotia Recycling where they will be sorted and 
compacted. Next, the bales are delivered to paper product 
manufacturer CKF, where they will be turned into take-out 
trays and sold back to Tim Hortons.

However, the only place to recycle a cup is at 
Tim Hortons, with the exception of Yarmouth County and 
Digby County, where the cups are collected in the curbside 
recycling program. Other municipalities do not include 
the cups in their recycling programs because they impact 
markets for their fibre streams.

All of the 156 Tim Hortons across Nova Scotia will 
participate in the collection program, and New Brunswick 
is expected to get the program next year.

Source: CBC News

Cascades to Close Recycled Linerboard Plant
Cascades Inc. is closing a containerboard mill 

in Burnaby, BC, that makes 100% recycled linerboard, 
a type of paper used to make cardboard boxes.

The mill, operated through Cascades’ Norampac 
division, is slated to close on December 1 and nearly 
100 people will lose their jobs, the company said.

“This decision was made to mitigate the negative 
impact of several factors such as the strength of the 
Canadian dollar, as well as very high labor and recycled 
fiber costs,” Normapac CEO Marc-Andre Dépin said in 
a statement. “In addition, the mill’s profitability has been 
below our expectations for a few years and we could not 
pursue our operations under such conditions.”

Source: Waste & Recycling News

http://www.ecotainer.ca
http://www.switchthestat.ca
http://www.plasticsnews.com
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Questions to ask any new potential eWaste Recycler 

 How many years experience do they have with municipal collection sites in Alberta? 
 

 Do they have any references for current Municipal customers? 
 

 What machinery is used to process and environmental impact of same? 
 

 How much eWaste do they currently have that has not yet been processed?  
How long have they had this material? 

 

 Method of packaging - cost of labor of this method. 
 

 Schedule of pickup - how many days after the request is submitted will they pick up? 
 

Recycle- Logic Inc. ……… 
 in business in Alberta since March 2004, Alberta owned and operated. 

 

 has over 100 drop-off sites throughout Alberta. 
 

 uses all hand tools and rechargeable batteries: On average our electric bill is  
$450.00 per month. 

 

 uses a “just in time process”, with no eWaste being stockpiled. 
 

 offers their customers 20-feet closed topped sea cans, eliminating extra labor costs and 
ensuring security of the Electronics collected. 

 

 typically pick up within a couple of days of request of service (depending on your area). 
 

Visit our: Calgary eWaste Recycling Drop-off 

Drop off: Televisions, Computers, Monitors, Printers and ANY other Electronics at NO charge 

Calgary’s Currie Barracks:  (Turn off Crowchild onto Flanders Ave, go thru main gate of the Barracks, turn 

left at 4-way stop sign, immediately turn right at first driveway) 

Open: 7 days a week 10:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
 

Please bring a non-perishable food item for:    Calgary Interfaith Food Bank 
 

Convenient “Drive-Through” Service 
 

Visit www.recycle-logic.com for more info or call 1-403-348-0770 
 

Proud to be Canadian        Based in Alberta 

http://www.recycle-logic.com
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Toronto Misses Zero Waste Goal, 
but Charges Ahead

Ten years ago, Toronto took its waste moon shot when 
it declared Canada’s largest city planned to be zero waste 
by 2011. Critics scoffed at the notion, saying it was far 
too ambitious, and they were proven right.

Although the city fell far short of its goal, city officials 
haven’t given up. In 2007, a new administration set a goal 
of 70% diversion by the end of 2010 and touted other 
changes, such as the ability to collect and process organics 
and ending trash exports to Michigan.

Although the final garbage truck crossed the Detroit 
River into Michigan in 2010, Toronto’s diversion rate 
was only 47% when the year ended. However, this was 
a significant improvement over the 27% diversion rate 
in 2007.

The single-family home diversion rate has steadily 
climbed since the introduction of the green bin organics 
program, with residents diverting 63% of their waste 
from a landfill as of last year. But with nearly half of 
the city’s 2.6 million residents living in apartments and 
condominiums, the city is targeting another expansion 
of the program.

The city has also recently started separate waste 
stream collections for electronic waste and bulk items 
like tables and couches.

Source: Waste & Recycling News

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

More Jobs – Less Pollution
A report recently completed in the US suggests that 

an enhanced national recycling and composting strategy 
can significantly and sustainably address critical national 
priorities including climate change, lasting job creation, 
and improved health. The report, titled More Jobs, 
Less Pollution: Growing the Recycling Economy in the US, 
says that achieving a 75% diversion rate for municipal 
solid waste (MSW) and construction and demolition 
debris (C&D) by 2030 would result in the creation 
of 2.3 million jobs, a reduction of almost 515 million 
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (eMTCO2) from 
diversion activities, and significant reductions in a range 
of conventional and toxic emissions that impact human 
and ecosystem health. The report was prepared by the 
Tellus Institute with Sound Resource Management.
California Sets 75% Recycling Goal
California’s governor signed legislation in early 

October that adopts a statewide recycling goal of 75% and 
requires recycling services for businesses and apartments. 

California made headlines in 1989 when it passed 
a law mandating 50% recycling of its waste stream by 
2000. Now that the Golden State has exceeded that 
ambitious goal, achieving a recycling rate of 58%, the 
state government is setting its sights on a loftier target.

California Governor Jerry Brown signed legislation 
that requires the state to divert 75% of its waste from 
landfills by 2020 – through waste reduction, recycling 
or composting. Assembly Bill 341 also compels businesses 
and apartment buildings with five or more units 
to establish recycling programs by July 1, 2012.

According to the legislation, California still sends 
more than 40 million tons of trash to the landfill each 
year, despite the state’s 58% recycling rate.

Cities and counties have made significant progress 
reducing waste from single-family households, which 
make up 28% of the state’s waste stream, but they’ve faced 
challenges encouraging businesses and apartments to 
recycle, the bill states. Trash from businesses makes up 
64% of the state’s landfill disposal, while multi-family 
housing’s waste accounts for 8%.

Governor Brown also approved a measure to 
provide $10-20 billion in annual incentives to California 
processors and manufacturers of recycled plastic – to 
encourage the domestic recycling of plastic, rather than 
shipping the material overseas for processing. The state 
collects about 500 million pounds of plastic bottles under 
its beverage container deposit legislation, but more than 
80% of these containers are shipped to other countries for 
processing and recycling into new products, according to 
Californians Against Waste.

At the same time, a new California law assures that 
residents of multi-family dwellings in the Golden State, 
such as apartment buildings, will have greater access 
to recycling services. Assembly Bill 818 requires owners 
of buildings with five or more living units to provide 
recycling services. Similar legislation had been passed 
by the state legislature three times previously, only to 
be vetoed by then-Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger. The 
law, which passed with the support of the state landlords 
association, provides access to recycling for more than 
7.1 million Californians residing in more than 2.4 million 
multi-family dwelling units.

Source: Earth 911 and Resource Recycling
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ALLIED PAPER SAVERS
“Your Trusted Name In Recycling”

Owned and operated by Albertans • 
for over 30 years
Specializing in all fi ber grades• 
Collection and processing services• 
Competitive pricing for all • 
grades of paper

EFFICIENT—RELIABLE—TRUSTWORTHY
Let us help make 

your recycling program successful.

16820-129 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta
Registry for Veterans Exposed to Burn Pits
Legislation introduced in the US would require 

the Veterans Affairs Department to create a register for 
veterans who have health problems they believe are related 
to exposure to open-air burn pits in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Among the waste burned in the pits were plastic bottles, 
paper trash, human offal and medical waste that included 
needles and syringes, soiled bandages and even amputated 
limbs, according to anecdotal reports provided by those 
who served near the largest pit at Joint Base Balad, Iraq. 
The Defense Department closed its last burn pit in Iraq 
in December 2010. It still operates about 100 small pits 
in Afghanistan and is working to replace them with 
cleaner-burning incinerators.

Veterans groups that rallied behind the legislation 
include Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American 
Veterans, the American Legion and the National Military 
Family Association. DAV maintains a database of 
594 veterans who say they have ailments related to their 
proximity to burn pits. But the organization believes many 
more have been affected by environmental hazards they 
encountered when deployed.

Source: Air Force Times

Toyota Claims ‘Near Zero Landfill Status’
Toyota claims to have achieved what it calls “near zero 

landfill status” at all North America manufacturing plants. 
The company also said it has cut by 35% the amount 
of “nonsaleable” waste per vehicle produced.

For more details, see Toyota’s 
North America Environmental Report at 
http://www.toyota.com/about/environmentreport2011.

Source: Waste & Recycling News

HP Greenest Electronics Manufacturer 
According to Greenpeace

HP has taken the lead among electronic 
manufacturers in sustainable operations, Greenpeace said, 
releasing the group’s Guide to Greener Electronics.

HP, known for its production of laptops, desktop 
and printers scored a 5.9 on the 10 points scale used 
by Greenpeace, which considered carbon footprint in 
manufacturing, hazardous materials in products, take-
back and recycling programs and the use of sustainable 
materials in products and packaging.

A total of 15 companies were ranked, with Dell, 
Nokia, Apple and Philips rounding out the top five.

The full rankings can be viewed on Greenpeace’s 
website at http://www.greenpeace.org/rankingguide.

Source: Waste & Recycling News
Tailgaters Targeted for Recycling
University researchers have found a simple way to 

overcome the behavior of tailgaters who might be more 
inclined to toss their refuse than recycle it.

Researchers at the University of Memphis health and 
sports sciences department began a project in 2009 to see 
if they could change the recycling habits of tailgaters at a 
spot frequented for pre-game revelry outside of the Liberty 
Bowl Memorial Stadium, where it was common to put 
all refuse in a trash bag, reports The Commercial Appeal. 
Researchers initially put out recycling receptacles, but 
those made little difference.

A more effective approach, they found, was to send 
out students and student athletes wearing shirts that read 
“We can talk trash” to engage tailgaters. This approach 
paid off with the amount of recyclables increasing from 
0.13 pounds of recyclables per person to 0.45.

Source: Resource Recycling

Wondering Where to Recycle Your Stuff?

Visit Alberta’s Recycling Hotline  
at www.recyclinghotline.ca  
or phone 1.800.463.6326
17

call 780-447-1648
Please visit our website at www.alliedpapersavers.com

mailto:brent.mcintosh@can-cell.com
http://oascentral.crain.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.wasterecyclingnews.com/email.html/2057200302/x05/default/empty.gif/324f376d7955343455536b4144654d75;zip=CA:T1X 1E1?x
http://www.toyota.com/about/environmentreport2011/
http://www.greenpeace.org/rankingguide/
http://www.recyclinghotline.ca
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Old Satellites Get New Life
The US Department of Defense is taking recycling 

to a higher level – 22,000 miles above Earth, to be exact. 
The military’s Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA) has started a program called Phoenix, 
which seeks to develop technologies to harvest and reuse 
components from retired, nonworking satellites that are 
orbiting the Earth. DARPA hopes to create new space 
systems at a reduced cost, according to a news release.

“If this program is successful, space debris becomes 
space resource,” DARPA Director Regina E. Dugan said 
in a statement.

The Phoenix program will use a robotic, mechanic-
like vehicle to pick up still-working antennas from 
numerous dead satellites and attach them to smaller 
“satlets,” or nanosatellites, launched from Earth.

The success of the Phoenix program is dependent 
upon participation from leaders around the globe, 
according to the news release.

Source: Waste & Recycling News 

Garbage Truck for Your Birthday Party
Advanced Disposal Services Inc. is offering a new 

service, at least in its Columbia, S.C., market: birthday 
party entertainment. The company says it has become 
“the first waste services company to make birthday wishes 
come true,” with its ‘Truck on Over to My Birthday Party.’

The company is asking Columbia-area parents of 
2- to 6-year-olds to submit videos showing why their 
kids would want an Advanced Disposal truck to visit 
their birthday parties. The videos will then be posted on 
YouTube. The video with the most “likes” wins a visit 
from a garbage truck and driver and a prize package that 
includes invitations, a personalized hat, food, prizes, 
games and more.

“We receive calls from parents of children who 
absolutely adore our garbage trucks and the professionals 
who pick up their trash each week, and they would ask if 
we have any garbage-themed giveaways,” said Advanced 
Disposal’s chief marketing officer Mary O’Brien, in a news 
release. “We invented the ‘Truck on Over to My Birthday 
Party’ contest at the suggestion of our Chief Operating 
Officer Wally Hall, to give one boy or girl their dream 
birthday party.”

For more info, visit Advanced Disposal’s 
Facebook page.

Source: Waste & Recycling News

Editor: Too bad about the age limit. I know a few adults who 
would be the first to sign up for this!
Companies Implement New Recycling Labels

Five companies, including Microsoft Corp., outdoor 
gear retailer REI, and green cleaning products company 
Seventh Generation will use the new voluntary recycling 
labels developed by the Sustainable Packaging Coalition 
on some of their products starting in January. The national 
pilot program for the Package Recovery Label System, 
which will roll out next year, also has commitments from 
Conagra Foods and Costco Wholesale. SPC further expects 
to get commitments from at least three other companies.

Concurrently, the Association of Postconsumer Plastic 
Recyclers plans to launch in January an educational 
campaign on how to recycle – without the numbers.

The labels developed by SPC will classify packaging 
either as widely recyclable, not yet recyclable or having 
limited recycling and suggesting consumers check locally 
to see whether it is recycled in their area. The labels will not 
address recycled content.

The “not recyclable” label will have a black diagonal 
line through a chasing-arrows icon. Labels for packaging 
with limited recycling will have the phrase “check locally,” 
in the center of the chasing-arrows icon and a note at 
the bottom that it is not recycled in all communities. 
The icons also will identify material, for example, as a 
paper or plastic box, container or tray. The SPC website – 
how2recycle.info – will also be included on all labels.

Plastic bags and films will have the phrase “store drop-
off” in the center of the chasing arrows icon, and the phrase 
“recycle if clean & dry” in a box above the icon. Plastic 
bottles will have the phrase, “empty and replace cap” 
in a box above the chasing arrows icon.

SPC hopes its labeling project – which it hopes to 
rollout nationwide in 2013 after getting feedback from 
the pilot project – will increase recycling of all packaging 
materials and eliminate the confusion often caused by resin 
identification codes.

SPC is a working group of more than 200 brand 
owners, resin companies, processors and retailers. It is 
a project of GreenBlue, a Charlottesville, Va., non-profit 
organization focused on sustainability implementation.

Source: Plastics News / Waste & Recycling News

Editor: So how does the important message of recycled content 
fit with these new labels? Historically, the Mobius loop has 
represented closing the loop, which means recycled content. 
Collection is only the first arrow in the loop.

http://www.facebook.com/AdvancedDisposal
http://www.how2recycle.info
http://www.facebook.com/AdvancedDisposal
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www.capital-paper.com

Capital Paper Recycling Ltd in Calgary & 
Edmonton has been setting the Industry standard 
in service and performance for over 15 years. 
We specialize in the following:

 Baled Cardboard & Paper Pickups
 Baler & Baling Wire Sales
 Compactor Sales & Installation
 Plastics/Electronic Recycling
 Bulk Paper/Cardboard Purges
 Now Servicing locations from BC to Ontario

 CALGARY – ph: (403) 543-3322 
fax: (403) 543-3325

 EDMONTON – ph: (780) 421-8047  

N

CALGARY – ph:  (403) 543-3322 fax: (403) 543-3325

EDMONTON – ph: (780) 421-8047  
fax: (780) 482-2472  

Empire State Building Now LEED Gold
The Empire State Building has received Leadership 

in Energy and Environmental Design certification for 
existing buildings through the US Green Building Council.  
The building becomes the tallest and most well-known 
building in the United States to receive LEED green 
building certification, the USGBC said. 

A $550 million renovation program for the 
building included energy efficiency measures a well as 
the installation of ultralow-flow fixtures in restrooms. 
Initiatives also include recycling of tenant waste and 
construction debris, use of recycled content carpets and 
use of recycled paper products, USGBC said. 

The building received gold level certification, the 
second-highest of four levels of certification available 
through LEED. 

Source: Waste & Recycling News

EU Validates Reuse and Recycling
Member states must give higher priority to reuse and 

recycling if Europe is to become fully resource-efficient 
and manage its waste as a resource by 2020, the European 
Commission (EC) has said. 

Under the EC’s Roadmap to a resource efficient Europe, 
published on September 20, 2011, the Commission is 
looking to introduce economic incentives to stimulate 
the secondary materials market and demands for recycled 
materials, and develop end-of-waste criteria further. 

It also committed to reviewing existing targets for 
waste prevention, reuse, recycling, recovery and landfill 
diversion by 2014 to move towards an economy based 
on reuse and recycling, with residual waste close to zero. 

The EC will consider introducing minimum 
recycled material rates, durability and reusability criteria/
extensions of producer responsibility for key products. It 
will also look to develop greater coherence on legislation 
governing the different waste streams. 

The document states: “If waste is to become a resource 
to be fed back into the economy as a raw material, then 
much higher priority needs to be given to reuse and 
recycling. A combination of policies would help create a 
full recycling economy.” 

Examples of this would be integrating a lifecycle 
approach into product design, better cooperation 
along the supply chain, improved collection processes, 
incentives for waste prevention and recycling, and an 
appropriate regulatory framework. 

The EC is set to facilitate the exchange of best practice 
on waste collection and treatment among member states, 
and develop more effective measures to combat breaches 
in legislation. 

Source: Edie.net
New Wave Bottle Made from 
Plastic Ocean Trash

Method, the company that used green chemistry 
to turn age-old concepts for making and marketing soap 
on their head, has come up with another innovation that 
explodes a long-held idea – that the trash trapped in the 
North Pacific Gyre is unredeemable.

Working with Envision Plastics in Southern 
California, Method came up with a model for collecting 
and upcycling some of the debris that’s swirling in the 
currents of the gyre, a swath of ocean covering 20 million 
square kilometers.

By some estimates, the amount of plastic awash in the 
ocean is twice the size of Texas and in some areas the ratio 
of plastic to plankton is now 10 parts of plastic to 1 part of 
plankton, according to Jared Blumenfeld, the head of the 
EPA in the Pacific Southwest.

The “ocean bottle” is 100% high-density polyethylene 
plastic, 25% of which comes from plastic from the gyre, 
according to a post on the Envision Plastics website. 
Method plans to take the bottle to market early next year 
with a major retailer, whom Method isn’t naming for now.

Articles about the company, its products and approach 
to innovative design are available at GreenBiz.com.

Source: GreenBiz.com
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http://www.capital-paper.com
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/pdf/com2011_571.pdf
http://www.GreenBiz.com
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20

FA
LL

  2
01

1

Documentary Examines Potential of 
Zero Waste

Sage Environmental Services, a Seattle, Wash.-based 
company, released a documentary in September examining 
zero waste.

Titled “Unwasted: The Future of Business on Earth,” 
the documentary gives tips to small businesses on how 
to meet zero waste goals with a step-by-step breakdown. 
Some of the Pacific Northwest region’s most prominent 
waste-reduction professionals are interviewed in the film. 
Local businesses making a mark in the community and 
across the nation also are profiled.

A trailer to the documentary is available here and the 
full stream is available at http://sagebug.com/zerowaste.

Source: Waste & Recycling News

Portland, Maine, Residents Can  
Opt Out of Junk Mail

Portland, Maine, residents can now rid themselves 
of junk mail. Ecomaine, a non-profit municipally-owned 
recycling and waste disposal operation, signed up to 
Catalog Choice, a mail preference service that allows users 
to block direct mail advertising.

The city will receive its own web site that tracks 
how much waste users are saving by participating in 
the service. The average American household receives 
900 pieces of adverting mail each year, according to 
Catalog Choice.

Source: Waste & Recycling News

Abu Dhabi Sets 90% Waste Diversion by 
2018 Target 

Abu Dhabi has set a waste diversion rate of 90% by 
2018 in an effort to shift the 10 million tonnes of waste 
it generates a year. Over 1,800 ha of land has been lost 
to landfills in the UAE with Abu Dhabi alone generating 
33,000 tonnes of waste a day. The emirate is now looking 
at what infrastructure it could put in place to effectively 
deal with the waste problem, including building more 
recycling centres.

There is a doubt that the city will be able to meet the 
ambitious target in seven years, particularly when it takes 
two years for the average recycling facility to come into 
operation. As a result, businesses in particular have been 
given tough incentives to cut waste and contribute to the 
overall goal. If businesses reduce waste, their annual fee 
under the tariff regime will be reduced by 20%. Otherwise, 
they will have to pay 20% more.

Source: Construction Week
Organics Recycling to be Required 
in Connecticut

In what might be the first state law of its kind, 
Connecticut will force food wholesalers, manufacturers, 
supermarkets and conference centers that produce 
104 tons or more of organic waste annually to recycle 
the waste at processing facilities.

The mandatory recycling law for organics went into 
effect October 1, but no business will be forced to recycle 
the waste just yet because, according to the law, two 
processing facilities must be operating in the state. Once 
two facilities are opened, large-scale producers of organics 
waste will only have to recycle the organics if a processing 
facility is located within 20 miles of their business.

There is one facility in the state that is permitted to 
process organics, New Milford Farms, operated by Garick. 
The facility is located on the western edge of the state 
in New Milford and was built in 1991 to compost food 
byproducts from Nestle USA operations.

The law is meant to be an incentive for those in the 
waste industry to come and build organics recycling 
facilities, by guaranteeing them feedstock for their 
operations. Apparently, the intent of the law has worked, 
as the state has already seen interest from developers who 
have made pre-permit applications.

The state has a goal to increase recycling from 
under 30% to 58% by 2024. 

Source: Waste & Recycling News

Single-Stream Recycling Abandoned 
in Auburn, Maine

The city of Auburn, Maine, is moving away from 
its single-stream recycling for curbside pickup and will 
instead offer a dual-sort program, the Sun Journal reported 
in September. Going forward, paper and cardboard will go 
into one bin, the newspaper said, while plastic, glass and 
metal would go in a second.

“The problem with a single-stream program is that 
it renders most of the commodities recycled practically 
worthless,” Dom Casavant, chairman of the city’s Solid 
Waste Subcommittee, was quoted by the paper as saying 
during Monday’s Auburn City Council meeting.

The main reason for the switch is that broken 
glass from bottles and jars gets mixed in with paper and 
cardboard, Casavant told the newspaper, and that reduces 
their value.

The dual-sort program will cost $128,000 – 
$7,000 more than single-stream – and will need a 
half-a-truck more to complete the daily route, the 
newspaper said.

Source: Waste & Recycling News

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RzxS41paho&feature=youtu.be
http://sagebug.com/zerowaste
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Wondering Where to Recycle Your Stuff?

Visit Alberta’s Recycling Hotline  
at www.recyclinghotline.ca  
or phone 1.800.463.6326
Recycling Now Mandatory in Minneapolis
Businesses, workplaces and places of worship in 

Minneapolis are now required to recycle after a new 
ordinance took effect in late August, the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune reported.

The ordinance extends what has already been 
mandatory for residential properties, and requires 
regular recycling collection (at least twice a month) 
for all recyclable materials generated on-site, placement 
of recycling containers and creation of a recycling plan, 
among others.

Offenders who fail to follow the ordinance will receive 
a written warning notifying them that they have 10 days to 
comply, with further violations leading to fines.

Source: Waste & Recycling News

Gap Inc. Reduces Packaging Waste
Clothing manufacturer Gap Inc.’s use of more 

efficient containers and redesigned packaging eliminated 
57,000 tons of cardboard and 63 million yards of plastic 
bands per year from its US operations, according to the 
company’s fifth sustainability report.

The company also encouraged customers to donate 
their worn or damaged jeans, which were then given 
to Cotton Inc. to recycle the material into housing 
insulation for communities in need. Last year, the 
company said, 360,000 pairs of jeans were dropped off 
at various North American stores and donated to nearly 
700 homes in underserved communities and to special 
housing projects.

Source: Waste & Recycling News

Los Angeles Explores Ban on Shopping Bags 
A City Council member in Los Angeles has asked 

the city attorney to draft an ordinance that would ban 
single-use bags in the second largest city in the country. 
The proposal would outlaw both plastic carryout bags 
and single-use paper bags. The measure was brought 
forward by council member Paul Koretz and was sent 
to a committee on energy and the environment. 

According to Koretz’s proposal, an estimated 
2.3 billion single-use plastic carryout bags and 400 million 
single-use paper bags are used in the city annually. About 
5% of the plastic bags and about 21% of paper bags are 
recycled, the proposal said. 

California law prohibits communities from 
implementing a point-of-sale fee on single-use plastic 
bags, and efforts on the state level to ban single-use bags 
have failed. 

The ban would not include produce bags or product 
bags, according to the proposal. 

Source: Waste & Recycling News
Aspen Targets Shopping Bags
Customers shopping at the two grocery stores in 

Aspen, Colo., will not be offered a plastic bag starting next 
spring. The Aspen City Council voted on October 11 to 
ban the bags and place a 20-cent fee on paper bags, the 
Aspen Daily News reported.

The new law, which takes effect May 1, has been at 
least two years in the making. In August, the Aspen City 
Council passed the “Waste Reduction Fee Ordinance” 
on first reading, setting the stage for the final vote after a 
public hearing.

City environmental officials estimate it will cost 
$37,640 to implement the ban and fee program, the 
newspaper said, and an additional $5,520 in staff time.

The paper bag fees are expected to generate between 
$33,000 and $170,000 in revenue, the newspaper 
reported, depending on the number of people purchasing 
them. City Market and Clark’s Market, Aspen’s two 
grocery stores, will keep up to $1,000 a month to cover 
the costs of implementing the program, the newspaper 
said. Net revenue to the city will be between $25,000 and 
$145,000, the newspaper said, with the money to be used 
to purchase and give away reusable bags and create an 
educational campaign.

The city’s plastic bag ban is part of a regional effort – 
the Basalt, Colo., Town Council last month passed a 
20-cent fee on paper and plastic bags, which also will 
go into effect May 1. Other neighboring cities also are 
considering a ban or fee.

Source: Waste & Recycling News
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We care so much about paper and 
packaging; when you’re done with 
it, we want it back…

Cascades Recovery Inc. manages the diversion of discarded materials. 
Unlike waste companies whose primary business is waste to landfill – 
our business is to divert material from landfill 
working towards zero waste.   

Cascades Recovery is one of North America’s largest 
processor and marketer of discarded materials.  
As an integral part of  Cascades Inc.,  we are 
responsible manufacturers of paper and packaging,
we produce it, and after it has been used we 
want it back! 

Calgary 
Tel: 403-243-5700 
E-Mail: calgary@recoverycascades.com

Edmonton 
Tel: 780-464-4761
E-Mail: edmonton@recoverycascades.com

Cascades Recovery Inc.
Grand Canyon Bottle Ban Tabled 
after Discussions with Coca-Cola

A plan to ban bottles at Grand Canyon National Park 
was postponed indefinitely late last year after the National 
Park Foundation president had discussions with Coca-
Cola, a major contributor to the foundation, about its 
concerns with the ban.

Coca-Cola, which sells water under the Dasani brand, 
has donated $13 million to the foundation, according to 
the New York Times. Stephen Martin, the designer of the 
plan and a leading official at the park, said he was told two 
weeks before the plan’s January 1 start date that Coca-Cola 
had an issue with the plan and that “the project was being 
tabled,” the paper reported. Martin said bottles are the 
largest source of trash found at the canyon. 

To prepare for the ban, the park paid $300,000 to add 
more water filling stations for reusable bottles. Foundation 
president Neil Mulholland said Coca-Cola asked him late 
in the process about the reasoning behind the ban and 
how it worked, but the company never said it would stop 
supporting the foundation if the plan was implemented.

Source: Waste & Recycling News 

Garburators Better than Landfill
Sending food scraps down the garbage disposal is 

more environmentally friendly than landfilling the waste, 
a new study has concluded. The study, conducted by 
Emerson, the parent company of the US’ largest garbage 
disposal company, InSinkErator, looked at how the scraps 
are processed following the garbage disposal and what 
happens when it is sent to the landfill.

Wastewater facilities with advanced technology, 
including anaerobic digestion and cogeneration, offer 
the best solution to dispose of the waste, the study says, 
because wastewater treatment produces fewer emissions 
than the methane released at landfills.

The report said if a community of 30,000 residents 
switched to completely sending food scraps down 
a disposal, it would eliminate nearly 2,100 tons of 
carbon dioxide emissions, the equivalent to eliminating 
4.6 million miles of car traffic.

“All eight models [of wastewater treatment plants] 
showed there was lower global warming potential 
than landfilling food waste,” said Michael Kelemen, 
environmental engineer for InSinkErator, who guided 
the research. 

He said because food scraps are already mostly water, 
wastewater facilities can easily treat it.

Source: Waste & Recycling News
Conne
Ohio State Going Zero Waste in 
Football Stadium

Ohio State has embarked on a mission to turn the 
102,329 seat “Horseshoe” into a zero-waste stadium, 
which it states as 90% landfill diversion. And the results 
have been positive. In just four home games, Ohio State 
has increased its compost diversion rate – an important 
component of zero waste – from 0.8 tons to 2.4 tons. 

On October 1 against Michigan State University, the 
stadium diverted 82.8% of its waste from a landfill. That 
was a marked increase over the 64.7% of waste it diverted 
on September 10 against the University of Toledo and the 
72.2% it diverted on September 24 against Colorado. 

Officials with Ohio State and others involved in 
the program say increased awareness among fans and 
concessionaires has resulted in greater participation with 
its zero-waste effort. 

The zero-waste initiative is part of a growing trend. 
In the last few months, Waste & Recycling News reported 
on the efforts of the Green Sports Alliance, a nonprofit 
organization committed to helping sports teams, venues 
and leagues lower their environmental impacts. More than 
160 sports teams and venues from nine professional sports 
leagues across North America are involved in the alliance.

Source: Waste & Recycling News
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US Composting Council Conference & Trade Show, 
January 17-20, 2012, Austin, TX, contact: 631.737.4931, 
www.compostingcouncil.org

The Road to Zero Waste, SWANA’s Recycling & Special 
Waste Division Conference, February 8-9, 2012, Austin, TX, 
http://zerowaste.swana.org

Alberta Recycling Spring Seminar 2012, hosted by 
Alberta CARE, Feb. 29 - March 2, 2012, Banff, AB,  
contact: 1.866.818.2273, www.albertacare.org

27th International Conference on Solid Waste 
Technology and Management, March 11-14, 2012, 
Philadelphia, PA, solid.waste@widener.edu

2012 Plastics Recycling Conference,  
March 20-21, 2012, Atlanta, GA,  
contact: 503.233.1305 Ext. 118, www.plasticsrecycling.com

C&D World 2012 Exhibition and Conference, 
March 25–27, 2012, Nashville, TN, www.cdrecycling.org

Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries Conference, 
April 15-19, 2012, Las Vegas, NV, www.isriconvention.org

BioCycle West Coast Conference, April 16-19, 2012, 
Portland, OR, www.BioCycleWestCoast.com

WasteExpo 2012, May 1-3, 2012, Las Vegas, NV, 
www.wasteexpo.com

Recycling Council of British Columbia Annual 
Conference, May 23-25, 2012, Whistler, BC, www.rcbc.bc.ca

Resource Recycling Conference, August 28-29, 2012, 
Austin, TX, www.rrconference.com

Alberta Recycling Fall Conference 2012, hosted by 
Alberta CARE, September 5-7, 2012, Fort McMurray, AB, 
contact: 1.866.818.2273, www.albertacare.org

2012 E-Scrap Conference, September 19-20, 2012, 
Dallas, TX, www.e-scrapconference.com

2012 Recycling Council of Alberta Waste Reduction 
Conference, October 3-5, 2012, Jasper, Alberta, 
contact: 403.843.6563, info@recycle.ab.ca

Waste Reduction Week in Canada, October 15-21, 2012, 
www.wrwcanada.com

Coast Waste Management Association Conference, 
October 24-26, 2012, contact: 1.866.386.2962, 
www.cwma.bc.ca

Visit www .recycle .ab .ca for more events listings .
Jobs
The MD of Foothills (Foothills Regional Services •	
Commission) in High River has an opening for the 
permanent, full-time position of Assistant Landfill 
Manager. To view a full copy of the Job Description 
please visit www.mdfoothills.com and click on Career 
Opportunities. Closing date: November 25, 2011. To 
apply, please contact opportunities@mdfoothills.com.
Lac La Biche County is hiring for the full-time, •	
permanent positions of Manager, Environmental 
Services (Competition Number: 11-ME-31-
GWC) and Manager of Solid Waste Services 
(Competition Number: 11-MGSW-32-GWC). Visit 
www.laclabichecounty.ca/careers for further details. 
Competitions will remain open until successfully filled. 
Interested candidates are invited to forward their resumes 
in strict confidence to hr@laclabichecounty.com.
The City of Lloydminster is looking to hire a full-time, •	
permanent Municipal Waste & Recycling Manager for 
the management, operation, and maintenance of their 
Solid Waste Management Facilities. For further details 
and to apply, please visit www.lloydminster.ca or contact 
780.871.8343 or humanresources@lloydminster.ca.
Prices reflect surveyed averages (F.O.B. buyer) at the time of publishing and are subject to market 
fluctuations. Individual prices may vary according to material quality, volumes and contractual 
arrangements. Please contact your buyer to update prices at time of shipping.

 Per Tonne Trend
 Glass  

 Coloured  0 n
 Plate 0 n

 Paper  
 Cardboard (baled) 65-70 
 Cardboard (loose) 35-50 
 Office Pak (loose) 65-80 
 Mixed (loose) 0-25 
 Magazines (loose) 25-50 
 News (loose) 45-50 

 Plastic  
 HDPE Natural (baled) 150-400 
 HDPE Coloured (baled) 30-250 
	Clear PE Film (baled) 150-200 
	Coloured PE Film (baled) 0-20 

 Metal  
 Steel Food Cans (baled) 25 
 White Goods 25 
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Friday, October 7

8:00 am – 9:00 am • Ballroom Foyer

Exhibit Viewing and Refreshments
Sponsored by Solid Waste & Recycling Magazine, Resource Recycling and BioCycle

9:00 am – 10:30 am • Ballroom

PLENARY
Diversion Business
Moderator: Dave Schwass (NOVA Chemicals Corporation)

• Jennifer Koole (City of Calgary) – City of Calgary ICI Waste Diversion Strategy

• Ryan O’Grady (EBA, a Tetra Tech Company) – GHG Offset Protocol for Alberta

• Genevieve Clavet (Statistics Canada) – Waste Generation and Diversion 
Across Canada

Sponsored by NOVA Chemicals Corporation

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. ....................................................................................................................................................................................................

10:30 am – 11:00 am • Ballroom Foyer

Exhibit Viewing and Refreshments
Sponsored by Recycle My Cell

11:00 am – 11:45 am • Ballroom

KEYNOTE
Penguin Business – Antarctic Expedition
Moderator: Lorenzo Donini (Ever Green Ecological Services)

• Gavin Scott (Custom Environmental Services Ltd.)

    and Tyler Barkhouse (Focus Corporation)
Sponsored by Ever Green Ecological Services

.11:45 am • Ballroom
Conference Closing

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 

Working Lunch
Sponsored by Merlin Plastics

Thank you to our sponsors

secure electronics recycling
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