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British Columbia Facts

BC Population: 4.7 M
Metro Vancouver – 2.5 M
Capital Region - 400K 

28 Regional Governments
• 925,186 km² land area



OECD on Waste
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Who is responsible for Waste?

• Federal government guides and tracks EPR in Canada.
• Provincial Governments regulate EPR programs.
• Local governments operate most disposal facilities, 

implement local disposal bans, advocate for EPR.
• Local governments often collect other recyclable 

materials and contract to collect EPR regulated products. 
• Private sector also collects, processes, markets material.
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Waste problem and shifting Policy

• North American society has growing consumerism:
– Per capita waste disposal rising (not in BC); and
– Population ever-increasing.

• EPR provides incentives for each consumer and 
producer to reduce waste – shift from all taxpayers.

• EPR helps shift thinking from ‘take-make-dispose’ to a 
recovery-based ‘closed loop’ model.

• Realize benefits: economic, investment and jobs.
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Extended Producer Responsibility in BC 

• Environmental Management Act – EPR authority
• BC Recycling Regulation – results based, 

producer takes 100% responsibility, flexible
• Producers form Agency to fulfill regulation  
• Incentive to make and sell products that:

• are more durable, reusable and recyclable;
• contain less toxic material; and
• never become waste.



1. Paint	(1994)
2. Pesticides	(1996)
3. Gasoline	(1996)
4. Solvents	and	flammable	liquids	

(1996)
5. Pharmaceuticals	(1996)
6. Beverage	Cont.	(1997)	
7. Lubricating	Oil	(2003)
8. Tires	(2007)	
9. TV’s,	Computers	(2007)
10. Batteries	(2009)
11. Cell	phones	(2009)
12. Audio	Visual	(2010)
13. Thermostats	(2010)
14. Fluorescent	lamps	(2010)
15. Car	batteries		(2011)

16. Smoke	Detectors	(2011)
17. Antifreeze	(2011)	
18. Small	Appliances	(2011)
19. Electric/electronic	tools	(July	2012	
20. Automatic	dispensers	(July	2012)
21. Lighting	Equipment	(July	2012)
22. E-Toys	(July	2012)
23. IT	telecom.	equipment	(July	2012)
24. Monitoring/control	Equip.	(July	

2012)
25. Packaging	and	Printed	Paper	

(2014)

Currently Regulated Products in BC



• Canada-wide Action Plan for EPR (2009), BC is leader.

• Provides all provinces and territories with a harmonized 

set of principles and a common schedule of products.

• CCME recommended products for future regulation:

• Furniture/mattresses, ICI PPP, Textiles and Carpet, 
Construction/Demolition Waste.

• Expansion areas?: off-road tires, sharps, cleaners, etc.

Canadian Council of Ministers of the 
Environment (CCME)



RetailerImporterBrand-Owner Manufacturer
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Recycling Regulation Defines ‘Producer’
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Stewardship Plan Requirements

• Product Recovery Target(s) e.g. 75%

• Free access to Collection System

• Proper Consumer Awareness

• Collection system shifts costs 

• Stakeholder Consultation Expectations

• Reduce Environmental Impacts

• Pollution Prevention Hierarchy



Materials diverted from BC landfills

• Beverage Containers – 22.6 Billion since 2000

• Packaging and Printed Paper – 303,000 tonnes since 2014

• Used Oil – 600 Million Litres since 2003

• Scrap Tires – 25 Million since 2007

• Electrical and Electronics – 170,000 tonnes since 2007
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Triple Bottom-line Benefits

Economic 
• sustainable jobs and investment (Recycling creates 3 jobs vs 

landfilling creates 1 job)
• Improve resource recovery of materials
• Reduce landfill costs to local governments 

(short and long term)
Environment
• Reduced GHG`s and toxins from material recycled and reused
• Landfill space, conserve resources
Social
• Social consciousness to consumption
• Social awareness to recycling
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Producers Noticing EPR

Incentives for cleaner, efficient and durable products:
• Responsible for costs of products at end-of-life;
• EPR program performance measures; and
• More products now subject to EPR laws.

In resource constrained world, producers voluntarily 
moving towards closed loop supply chains:

• Producers shifting from product sales to servicing 
products; and

• Cleaner design, production and product to support 
consumer demand, less cost, cleaner environment.



General	information	on	EPR	in	BC	
www.recycling.gov.bc.ca

For	further information	on	EPR	policy	contact		
Bob.McDonald@gov.bc.ca

Thank you and Questions?


