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PLASTIC DISPOSABLE

BAGS CUPS
2 million plastic shopping 2.6 million paper cups
bags are thrown in the are thrown in the trash
) ol garbage every week every week

STRAWS
COl & UTENSILS
50% of all garbage FOAM 2% of shoreline litter
collected from street litter CONTAINERS is plastic straws and stir
cans, is disposable cups 9% of items collected in sticks

and containers shoreline cleanups are
small foam pieces

It costs taxpayers $2.5 million a year

to collect single-use items from public waste bins and as litter.
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Marine Plastics

« The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is
now bigger than BC and Alberta
combined

 Scientists predict there will be more
plastic than fish in oceans by 2050

» Researchers at the Vancouver
Aquarium and B.C. universities are
studying:

* Microplastics in the Strait of Georgia
(including from single-use items)

 Plastic ingested by plankton, shellfish
and whales

Plastics harm marine wildlife that
eat, inhale or get tangled in them
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The Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy is
an early priority and transformative action
in Vancouver’s Zero Waste 2040 strategic plan.
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ZERO WASTE 2040

Zero Waste 2040 Single-Use Item
(June 5, 2018) Reduction Strategy

&01, (June 5, 2018) -
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Strategy Objective

1.  Maximize reduction and reuse.
2. Recycle/compost any SUI's that must be used.

A ZERO WASTE APPROACH
FOR VANCOUVER

AVOID —
SINGLE-USE
REDUCE ITEM STRATEGY
_ FOCUS
REUSE —
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Movmg to a Circular Economy




Thousands of people and
hundreds of businesses
contributed to developing the
Single-Use Item Reduction
Strategy

e Phase 1(Oct 2016)
Early idea gathering
Almost 70 people

e Phase 2 (Jun 2017-Feb 2018)
What to include in the Strategy
Over 6,500 people

« Phase 3 (Mar-Apr 2018)
Feedback on Draft Strategy
Over 1,400 people
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Strategy Scope

e Covers plastic and paper
shopping bags, cups,
containers, foam, straws, and
utensils

e All material types (not just
plastic)

* Influencing actions (by-laws)

e Supportive actions (education,
collaboration, infrastructure)

e Emphasis on reduction & reuse
e 2018-2025
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Supportive Actions

» Education & outreach

e Social media campaign, language-appropriate tools and
resources, outreach to affected businesses, Zero Waste
Ambassadors volunteer program

 Infrastructure & programs to support reuse

e RFEOI for solutions like travel mug & take-out container
exchange programs streetscape recycling, feasibility of
mandatory dishwashers

« Collaboration & dialogue

e E.g. Convene a forum for small businesses to explore
group purchasing and reusable container programs
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Proposed By-Laws for Consultation

Since Council approved the Strategy, staff have been
developing proposed by-law requirements to:

e ban foam cups and containers

e ban the use of plastic straws with some exceptions for health care and
accessibility needs

e reduce the use of plastic and paper bags and disposable cups

e reduce the use of single-use utensils
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