
 
 

 
 

RECYCLING COUNCIL OF ALBERTA 
 
We are pleased to provide these responses on behalf of Rachel Notley and all Alberta NDP candidates. 
 
1. If elected, will your party be meeting Alberta’s national commitments by introducing legislation for 

Extended Producer Responsibility to shift the costs of recycling from municipalities and taxpayers to the 
producers of packaging and paper products? 

 
Rachel Notley and the Alberta NDP recognize the importance of a functioning, efficient recycling system for 
both the environment and the economy. We recognize that in many respects Alberta’s recycling system 
lags behind other jurisdictions. And we have heard from municipalities and other stakeholders about the 
financial burden they carry under the current system and how that contributes to inefficiencies in the 
system. If re-elected we will work with municipalities, the Recycling Council and other stakeholders to 
examine practical solutions to modernizing and improving the province’s recycling system. 
 
2. What other measures will your party be undertaking to reduce Alberta’s waste disposal amount, which 

is the only one in Canada greater than one tonne per person per year, while accessing the significant 
environmental and economic advantages of waste reduction and diversion? 

 
Rachel Notley and the Alberta NDP recognize that reducing waste is a proven way to lower costs to 
producers, consumers and government. It also can bolster the economy as less money is spent on waste 
disposal. As part of searching for modern solutions for Alberta’s recycling system, we will include an 
evaluation of the existing recycling boards and the inventory of items that are currently being recycled. We 
will work to make recycling of the existing items more effective and explore which additional items should 
be added to the inventory. 
 
3. How does your party plan to embrace a Circular Economy to maximize the value of the province’s 

resources and deliver a more competitive Alberta economy? 
 
The concept of Circular Economy is intriguing and speaks to some important long-term truths about the 
future of our economy. We agree that we can create a prosperous economy based upon the principle of 
designing for re-use and refurbishing rather than use and waste. Making the shift toward circular design 
and production is a long-term goal that requires all aspects of society, including industry, to work together 
to achieve it. We are willing to discuss longer term solutions for waste with recycling stakeholders, industry 
and Albertans. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

4. What approaches do you plan to reduce waste from the Industrial, Commercial and Institutional sectors, 
who are the origin of over 70% of the waste disposed in the province? 

 
Rachel Notley and the Alberta NDP recognize that one of the biggest challenges in tackling waste reduction 
is addressing waste from industrial and commercial activities. We cannot reach our waste reduction goals if 
we don’t find a way to divert and eliminate waste from industries. The status quo is not working. The good 
news is that waste reduction helps companies’ and organizations’ bottom lines, creating powerful 
economic incentives to reach for the goal. If re-elected we will work to harness those incentives by working 
with industry, recycling stakeholders, municipalities and Albertans to develop strategies to reduce waste.  
 


