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Prevent	It!	 Clean	It!	 Keep	It!

Adoptions	•	Litter	Abatement	•	Illegal	Dump	Cleanup	&	Abatement	•	
Cigarette	Litter	Prevention	Program	•		America	Recycles	Day	•	Great	
American	Cleanup	of	Pennsylvania	•	Special	Collections	•		Education	&	

Outreach	•	Illegal	Dump	Surveys	•	Beautification	•	Community	Greening	
•	Open	Your	Eyes	to	Litter	Series	•	Volunteer	Stewardship	•	Enforcement	
Support•	Deterrents	•	Scholarships	•	Youth	Awards	•	Graffiti	Hurts	•		

International	Coastal	Cleanup	•	Litter	Free	School	Zone



Guiding	Principles

Education- Key	to	encourage	positive	behaviors	toward	community	
improvement

Individual	Responsibility- Improving	communities,	their	environment,	
and	quality	of	life	all	begins	with	personal	responsibility.

Public-Private	Partnerships- Broad-based	community	alliances	are	
essential	to	achieve	sustainable	community	improvement.

Volunteer	Action- By engaging	volunteers,	we	extend	the	reach	of	our	
educational	efforts	and	multiply	the	impact	of	our	actions.



Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Network





Impacts of Illegal Dumping 

Social

Environmental

Economic



Social Impacts

Broken Window Theory

Dumpsites attract criminal activity

Meth lab remnants and one-pot meth labs pose serious risk



Environmental Impacts
Pollutes our lands and waterways

Breeds mosquitos and attracts rodents and other vermin

Impedes water flow resulting in flooding



Economic Impacts

Costs for cleanup, 
enforcement and 
deterrents

National costs of litter and illegal dumping is 
$11.5 billion* 

Affects property value, 
purchases, and transfers

Tourism revenue

* National Litter & Illegal Dumping Cost Survey 2009, KAB and MSW Consultants 



• Trash attracts trash.

• Cleanups must occur to reduce the impact 
on the environment.

• Cleaning up the sites absolves the dumper 
of responsibility.

• Mechanisms to prevent and deter illegal 
dumping are critical.

Illegal	
Dumping	
of	Waste

Cleanup	
and	
Disposal

Illegal Dumping: The Cyclical Dilemma



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping
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Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Illegal 
Dump 
Cleanup 
Programs

Great American Cleanup of PA

International Coastal Cleanup of PA

Forest Lands Beautification Program, 
DCNR

Furlough Into Service Program, 
Washington County

Community Cleanups



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Statistics 141,010,156 Pounds of Trash Properly Disposed

2,474,834 Volunteer  

189,123 Miles of Road Cleaned

962,322 Tires properly Disposed



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Tools and Resources 

• Mini-grants and pass through grants

• Technical Assistance

• Guidelines for Illegal Dump Cleanups



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping
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Illegal	Dump	Survey	Program	2005-2013

The	goal	of	the	program	was	to	get	the	
facts;	to	quantify	the	extent	of	the	

problem	and	make	a	plan:

Public	Policy
Resource	Allocation
Special	Collections

Education
Cleanup		

Enforcement
Deterrents



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Education



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Education

*Illegal Dumping: A Decade of Discovery 2014 Recommended Policies and 
Programs for Future Prevention and Enforcement, Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Education

Legacy	Sites Active	Commercial	
Dumping

Active	Residential	
Dumping

Theft	of	Service									
Public	&	Private			

Understanding the Different Types of Illegal Dumping



KPB	Sponsored	Research	Initiatives	
to	Support	Recommendations

1.	Statewide	Illegal	Dumpsite	Survey	2005-2013		(Complete)	

2.	Illegal	Dump	Community	Cost	Assessment- MSW	Consultants		(December	2013)

3.	Public	Opinion	Poll	of	Pennsylvanians	- Penn	State	University	(December	2013)

4.	National	Literature	Review	of	Economic	Impacts	of	Blight	on	our	Communities	
(Summer	2014)



Cost to Remediate Illegal Dumpsites in Pennsylvania

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Education

Average 
Cost 
$617/ton or 
$2,947/site

Number of cleanups conducted

Total tons removed 

In-kind donations for disposal,  services, supplies and 
equipment
Direct costs for disposal, services, supplies and 
equipment 
Direct costs of labor for all paid personnel (KPB, County, 
etc.)
Number  of volunteer hours

*Pennsylvania Cost Study for Illegal Dumping 2014, KPB and MSW Consultants



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Education
Additional Tools and Resources 

• Professional Development for Stakeholder Groups
• Conferences and Presentations
• Consumer based education



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping
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Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Access to Convenient and Affordable Trash Disposal 
and Recycling

Trash 
Collection  

86.7% have 
curbside trash 
collection

Lowest-
Northcentral   (64%)

Highest-
Southeast (92.2%)  
Southwest (93.7%)

*Penn State Poll 2013 findings. Statistical validation of 95% chance or better that if all PA households were surveyed, the results 
will not differ by more than 4 points.

Waste and Recycling Management in Pennsylvania



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Access to Convenient and Affordable Trash 
Disposal and Recycling

Bulky Items, 
Appliances, Tires, 
Furnishings, Etc.

41.5% not included with their household waste service

LOWEST AVAILABILITY    North Central = 73.5% Northwest = 56.5%

58.5% collection included with their household waste service

Items Accepted 
Where Service Is 
Available

49.6% -Household Furnishings 
28.7% - Large Appliances 
25.4% - Roofing/Remodeling Waste
9.7% - Tires 

Service Frequency 
Where Service Is 
Available

50.8% at least monthly and many weekly
28 % must call ahead to schedule pickup. 
62.1% in the North Central region only once/ twice a year

*Penn State Poll 2013 findings. Statistical validation of 95% chance or better that if all PA households were surveyed, the results 
will not differ by more than 4 points.

Waste and Recycling Management in Pennsylvania



WHAT’S IN THE REPORT:
• Extent And Impact Of Illegal Dumping

• Affect of Municipal Waste Management 
Practices

• Effectiveness of Regulatory And Enforcement 
Powers

• Demographic Profile and Waste/Recycling 
Statistics

• Public Awareness And Stakeholder 
Participation 

• Conclusions And Recommendations 

To review the report:
http://www.keeppabeautiful.org/

Made Possible through Funding From
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
and The Richard King Mellon Foundation

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Convenient and Affordable Trash Disposal and 
Recycling



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Access to Convenient and Affordable Trash Disposal 
and Recycling

Additional Tools and Resources 

• Consumer Education
• Special Collections for Hard to Dispose of Items

• Electronics
• Pharmaceuticals
• Appliances
• Tires



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping
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Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

• Inadequate	number	of	officers
• Lack	of	funding
• Backlog	of	cases

Resource	Constraints

• Do	not	perceive	litter/illegal	disposal	to	be	a	serious	offense
• Do	not	see	their	role	and	authority	in	enforcing	litter	illegal	disposal	laws
• Do	not	have	adequate	evidence	to	build	a	strong	case

Lack	of	
Information/Knowledge	

about	Crimes

• Competing	priorities	of	enforcement	partners
• Perceived	territory	or	“turf’	disputes	between	enforcement	partnersLack	of	Cooperation

• Low	penalties	result	in	people	not	taking	crime	seriously
• Unclear	or	conflicting	resulting	in	a	hesitancy	to	prosecuteWeak	Laws

Enforcement Barriers

Ø Enforcement and other Deterrents

*KAB Enforcement Toolkit 2016



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Strengthen/Clarify	
Laws	and	
Ordinances

Educate	
Businesses	and	

Citizens

Establish	and	
Maintain	a	
Database	of	

Repeat	Offenders

Establish	Beneficial	
Relationships

Use	Surveillance	
Cameras

Implement	
Professional	
Education	
Programs

Establish	a	Simple	
Penalty	Option	for	

First-Time	
Offenders

Establish	Citizen	
Reporting	Tools

Implement	
Community	
Improvement	
Programs

Strategies to Overcome Enforcement Barriers

ØEnforcement and other Deterrents



Conservation Officers of PA Association
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Department of Environmental Protection 
DEP Bureau of Investigations
Office of Attorney General
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Pennsylvania Game Commission
Pennsylvania State Police
PennDOT
Various local partners and affiliates

2013 Enforcement Partners Stakeholders Meeting
Agencies Represented: 

Focus of Discussion: 

Training and Support
Public Messaging-Zero Tolerance Campaign
Surveillance Support Programs
Awards and Recognition



Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Aimed at engaging the general public, advocates 
and volunteers in general

Distributed more than 20,000 Copies  

Reviewed by enforcement partners and funded 
by the Department of Environmental Protection

Strategies to Overcome Enforcement Barriers:
Educate Citizens and Businesses

ØEnforcement and other Deterrents



Strategies to Overcome Barriers:
Implement Professional Education Programs

Supreme

Superior	Court	&	
Commonwealth	Court

Courts	of	Common	Pleas

Minor	Courts

Pennsylvania Courts

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

ØEnforcement and other Deterrents



Strategies to Overcome Barriers
Implement Professional Education Programs

Minor 
Judiciary 
Education 
Board

Magisterial District Justices

Senior Magisterial District Justices

Arraignment Court Magistrates

Prospective Judges

Continuing 
Education 
Program

Weekly training on Impact of Illegal Dumping and 
Related Laws throughout academic year

Reach 517 Magisterial District Judges & All Prospective 
Judges 

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

Ø Enforcement and other Deterrents



KPB has identified a cost-effective way for local law enforcement to obtain strong 
photographic evidence of illegal dumpers through game cameras and 

wireless technology.

§ Able to capture clear license plate photos, even at night
§ User-friendly
§ Concealable, lockable
§ Instant wireless notification
§ Usable, conviction-worthy footage

Strategies to Overcome Barriers
Use of Surveillance Cameras

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping
ØEnforcement and other Deterrents



Strategies to Overcome Barriers
Use of Surveillance Cameras

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping
ØEnforcement and other Deterrents



Strategies to Overcome Barriers
Use of Surveillance Cameras

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

The Surveillance Camera Loan Program 
• Municipalities and non-profits are able to apply for the program.
• KPB provides technical assistance for installation.
• Surveillance kit includes:
• Awareness tool kit.
• Opportunity to purchase equipment for ongoing use at end of loan 

period.

Mini-grants for Deterrents 

Education Resources 

ØEnforcement and other Deterrents



Strategies to Overcome Barriers
Use of Surveillance Cameras

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

The Surveillance Camera Loan Program 

Mini-grants for Deterrents 
• Fences, Gates or other Barriers
• Signage
• No cleanup funding available through mini-grants
• Match required

Education Resources 

Ø Enforcement and other Deterrents



Strategies to Overcome Barriers
Use of Surveillance Cameras

Mechanisms to Prevent and Deter Illegal Dumping

The	Surveillance	Camera	Loan	Program	

Mini-grants	for	Deterrents	

Education Resources 
• Education Toolkit
• Sample Letter to District Magistrates
• Sample Letter to Legislators
• Sample Media Alert & Release
• Sample Conviction Press Release
• Sample Letter to the Editor
• Sample Op-ed

ØEnforcement and other Deterrents



Mechanisms	to	Prevent	and	Deter	Illegal	Dumping

Tools and Resources 
• Advocacy (higher fines, universal access, etc.)
• Community Blight Abatement Programs
• Community Stewardship Programs
• Local Adoption Programs

Ø Enforcement and other Deterrents



Mechanisms	to	Prevent	and	Deter	Illegal	Dumping

Community Beautification and Greening 
Ø Enforcement and other Deterrents
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www.keeppabeautiful.org | www.gacofpa.org
www.illegaldumpfreepa.org

Empowering Pennsylvanians to keep their communities clean and beautiful.


