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We	are
not	alone!	



“First	impressions	to	your	community	

are	No.	1,	not	just	from	a	tourism	

perspective,	but	from	attracting	new	

residents	or	attracting	potential	

investment	into	the	community.”
Executive	Director

Prince	Albert	Tourism	and	Marketing

Litter is a Quality of Life Issue



What	is	wrong	with	these	pictures



Why?
What	
can	we	
do?



The	Municipality's	Role
• BYLAWS	BYLAWS BYLAWS BYLAWS

• PERMITS	PERMITS PERMITS PERMITS

• Municipalities	can	encourage	residents	to	report	“litter	
watch”

• Municipal	staff	can	provide	evidence	to	Conservation	
Officers

• Municipalities	can	place	signage



Ministry’s	Role

• Conservations	Officers	do	investigate	unauthorized	
dumping	

• Environmental	Protection	Orders
• Fines
– $500	individual
– $1000	corporation
– Alternative	measures



 

Cash Rewards of up to $2000 
 

A cash reward is being offered for information leading to the arrest or conviction 
of the individuals involved.  Anyone with information about this crime should 
contact the provincial toll free TIP line.  Calls are not traced or recorded in any 

way and callers may choose to remain anonymous. 
 

On August 28, 2012 Melville Conservation Officers received a complaint regarding the illegal 
dumping of asphalt shingles off Highway #47, 2 miles north and 1 mile east of Melville.  Some 
evidence was collected at the scene.  Sometime between the middle of June and the beginning 
of July, 2012 someone dumped a load of old asphalt shingles.  The shingles found at the site 
were old asphalt shingles, grey in color as well as there were some wooden shingles.  It is 
believed that the new shingles on the house are an architectural style charcoal grey shingle. 

 

 
 

 
The public’s help is needed to solve this case.  Please call the TIP line at  

1-800-667-7561 or on Sasktel cellular #5555.  Your name will be kept confidential. 
 

SASKTIP is funded in part by: 
 

 

 



Unauthorized	Dumping	Locations

• Unauthorized	Dump	Sites
– Primarily	rural	locations
– Private	farm	land
– Crown	land/forest

• Litter
– Highway	ditches
– Urban	municipalities



Unauthorized	Dumping	Causes

• Apathy

• Laziness	(	46%	from	survey	results)

• Lack	of	Education	and	Awareness

• Landfill	Operations
– Gated/supervised	hours
– High	Tipping	Fees	(19%	from	survey	results)



Unauthorized	Dumping	Compliance	Pilot

• Address	issues	of	Unauthorized	dumping
• Prince	Albert	and	RM’s	of	Prince	Albert	&	Buckland
• Study	of	education	and	compliance
– Test:	non-compliance	vs	appropriate	action
– Tried	to	promote	environmental	stewardship

• Objectives
– Reduce	unauthorized	dumping
– Reduce	littering	in	general



Stakeholders

• Collaborative	approach
– Provincial	Government
• Environment,	Highways,	Government	Relations

– Local	Governments
• SUMA,	SARM	

– Other	enforcement	agencies
• Municipal	bylaw,	RCMP

– First	Nations
– Local	education	institutions	
• School	board,	SIAST



Local	Stakeholders
• This	is	a	shared	and	growing	challenge
– Wildlife	federation
– Snowmobile	associations
– Construction	associations
– Rental	associations
– Chamber	of	Commerce
• Individual	business	(lumbar	yard)

– Tourism	Association



Objectives

• Organize	an	enforcement	blitz;	
• Create	a	regional	forum	on	reducing	
unauthorized	dumping;	and

• Enhance	education	through	an	unauthorized	
dumping	reduction	campaign.



Survey	- Results
• SaskPolytec students	conducted	a	survey	that	was	used	to	

investigate	aspects	of	the	public’s	attitude	towards:	
– local	landfill	operations	such	as	tipping	fees
– location
– hours	of	operation,	
– management	

• Respondents	have	suggested	that	people	often	dump	
illegally	in	order	to	avoid	paying	the	fees.			

• 32%	of	respondents	suggested	that	fees	should	be	
lowered	or	incorporated	into	taxes	to	better	alleviate	the	
direct	cost	to	citizens.		

• Respondents	also	recognized	that	fines	and	enforcement	
should	be	increased.



Clean-Up
• SaskPolytec mapped	80	known	
dump	sites

• Ministry	staff	from	the	Prince	Albert	
office	conducted	a	clean-up	of	
several	sites	in	the	Prince	Albert	
area	on	April	22,	2015	(Earth	Day)	
– removal	of	over	4,000	Kg	of	
unauthorized	waste	from	the	forest	
and	surrounding	Rural	Municipalities



Clean-Up

• On	May	7,	2015,	ministry	staff	and	City	of	
Prince	Albert	employees	and	Saskatchewan	
Polytechnic	staff	cleaned	up	the	Nisbet
Forest	and	the	Rural	Municipality	of	
Buckland.
– almost	8,000	kgs of	material	

• June	6	and	7,	2015	clean-up	was	held	in	
conjunction	with	Prince	Albert’s	household	
hazardous	substance	collection	days	(first	
in	five	years).	
– 5,000	kg	of	waste	was	cleaned-up



Clean-Up

• Received	donated	waste	bins/transport
• Received	donated	safety	equipment	and	
food
• City	provided	garbage	trucks
• Landfill	disposal	fees	were	shared	
between	the	City,	RM	and	ministry







Education

• Unauthorized	dumping	
and	littering	awareness	
messaging

• The	Ministry	organized	
an	Earth	Day	clean-up	to	
further	promote	the	
pilot

• Enhanced	education	in	
elementary	schools



Successes

• In	first	6	months	45	of	80	sites	were	cleaned	
up	resulting	in	32,500kg	of	waste	being	
removed	from	the	forest

• Once	sites	were	cleaned	up	it	was	found	that	
dumping	occurred	less	frequently	in	those	
areas

• Increased	communication/education
• Increased	compliance	and	enforcement



Litter	Watch	– June	2015
• June	2015,	a	resident	living	in	a	rural	area	east	of	the	city	noticed	a	

man	waiting	in	a	truck	along	the	side	of	a	gravel	road.	The	truck	was	
filled	with	building	materials,	tree	branches	and	a	wooden	gate.	

• When	the	resident	returned	to	the	area	later	in	the	evening	the	vehicle	
was	gone	and	a	pile	of	garbage	had	been	dumped	in	the	ditch	beside	
the	road.	

• RCMP	officer	then	called	the	vehicle’s	owner	to	encourage	him	to	
clean	up	the	mess.	The	owner	complied	with	the	request	and	soon	
returned	to	the	site	east	of	Prince	Albert	to	collect	the	garbage.	

• The	landowner	who	reported	the	incident	says	they	are	happy	with	the	
outcome	but	adds	that	they	will	continue	to	watch	for	incidents	of	
illegal	dumping	and	will	report	anything	suspicious.	



Lesson	Learned
• Advance	notice	is	required	to	ensure	key	stakeholders	

buy	into	the	project
• Relationship	building	with	key	stakeholders	needs	to	

improve	to	facilitate	even	greater	success
• More	interest	came	when	messaging	came	directly	from	

local	community	media	sources
• Sustainable	environmental	stewardship	requires	more	

ongoing	education	and	awareness
– TV/Radio	coverage
– Eye	catching	signage
– School	activities



Lessons	Learned	Cont’d
• The	pilot	revealed	areas	of	waste	management	that	require	

more	education	of	stewardship	(FREE)	programs.	
– why	are	there	so	many	recyclable	materials	dumped	illegally,	

such	as	tires,	paint,	and	construction	material?
– Is	it	inconvenient	to	dispose	waste	properly?	
– Is	there	a	lack	of	awareness	and	education?	

• Additional	funding	
– Lunches	only	provided	to	participants,	not	the	public
– Many	remaining	sites	require	a	contract	and	heavy	equipment

• Given	the	fact	that	many	communities	have	established	
recycling	programs	and	designated	facilities	(e.g.	SARCAN),	
why	do	people	dispose	waste	illegally?	



Outcome

• The	ministry	led	the	pilot	for	2	years	after	which	was	
unable	to	find	a	stakeholder/champion	to	assume	
leadership	of	the	project

• The	ministry	continued	its	annual	clean-up	event	and	
has	determined	there	are	fewer	illegal	dump	sites	as	
than	prior	to	the	project

• The	pilot	was	a	great	success	and	stimulated	much	
awareness	on	littering	and	unauthorized	dumping



Don’t	throw	your	life	away	…



Questions?


