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Today’s presentation

• Where are we in Canada?
• COVID-19 recovery trends here and around the 

world
• How do we make sure our recovery is green?

• Just Recovery principles
• Attaching “green strings” to funding

• How can this apply at a local or regional level?
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Energy Policy Tracker
Energypolicytracker.org
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Energy Policy Tracker
• Launched July 15, 2020 – international media 

coverage
• Collaboration between 6 core organizations 

and 11 supporting partners around the world
• Tracks money spent on recovery in world’s 

major economies (G20) in:
• Energy production & consumption
• Transportation
• Buildings

• Categorized by type of energy the policy 
supports (not by social or economic costs or 
benefits)
• Fossil unconditional or conditional
• Clean unconditional or conditional
• Other energy
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Energy Policy Tracker
Highlights in Canada:
• Environmental rollbacks and 

tax freezes across provinces
• Equity and loan guarantee for 

Keystone XL
• Federal funding for oil and 

gas:
• Orphan wells funding
• Methane emissions reduction 

funding
• Liquidity support through 

Export Development Canada
• LEEFF program
• Federal-provincial Safe 

Restart Agreement funding for 
public transit
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Just Recovery Principles

• Justrecoveryforall.ca
• Coordinated by Climate Action Network 

Canada
• Over 500 civil society signatories 
• 6 principles, collaboratively developed:

• 1. Put people’s health and wellbeing first, no 
exceptions.

• 2. Strengthen the social safety net and 
provide relief directly to people.

• 3. Prioritize the needs of workers and 
communities.

• 4. Build resilience to prevent future crises.
• 5. Build solidarity and equity across 

communities, generations, and borders.
• 6. Uphold Indigenous rights and work in 

partnership with Indigenous peoples.
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Green Strings Report – June 2020 
Download here: bit.ly/green-strings
• The “climate change” angle of a just 

recovery
• Align with Paris Agreement 

• 14 of Canada’s leading environmental 
groups

• Submitted to various government 
departments

• Outlines 7 principles and conditions for a 
green recovery from COVID-19 in Canada

• Only one aspect of resilient recovery
• many other recommendations out there 

about making recovery equitable and 
resilient!
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1. Conditions in the public interest are 
government’s right and duty

2. Benefits of green recovery are backed by 
evidence

3. We need a new economic model for 
workers of today and tomorrow

4. We need urgent action to address the 
climate crisis

5. Health and climate change go hand in hand
6. There is public support for green recovery

Reasons for green strings
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$55 billion over 5 years for:
• Climate-resilient buildings
• Zero-emission vehicles 
• Clean energy
• Nature-based solutions & conservation
• Clean competitiveness and jobs
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• Facilitating transition:
• Innovative partnerships (private sector, NGOs, other gov’ts)
• Local jtransition initiatives: town halls & social dialogue, involving labour movement
• Investments in job-intensive green/resilient infrastructure (e.g. active transport, EV charging, urban ag, 

circular economy)
• Support for net-zero planning or training

• Sending signals:
• Municipal regulations & by-laws, zoning and building codes
• Local climate resolutions and net-zero pathways
• Electrification policies
• Temporary or permanent blocks on fossil fuel infrastructure

• Political mainstreaming: demanding better!
• Working with existing networks (municipal networks, Just Recovery network, etc)
• Feedback to provincial/federal gov’t on programs/policies

• Your ideas?

How to localize?



Thank you!


