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Waste Free Edmonton

Grassroots organization working to 

significantly reduce the amount of waste 

produced in Edmonton, with an initial focus 

on single-use plastics

Our work is fueled by passionate volunteers

Founded in 2018



Single-Use Plastics



Edmonton Single-Use Bylaw



Threats



Threats



What are the solutions? 



The Recycling Myth (False Solution #1)

Downcycling NOT recycling

What percentage of plastic do you think gets recycled in 

Canada?

A) 86%

B) 9%

C)40%

D)25%



“Green” Substitutes? (False Solution #2)

“Plant-based” and “biodegradable”

“Compostable”



Solutions- Keep/Enact/Expand Bylaws



Solutions – Education and Awareness



Solutions – Business Initiatives



Solutions – Support Businesses



Solutions – Support Businesses



Solutions – Support Organisations

Encourage/incentivize/fund businesses 

organisations that facilitate decrease in single-use, 

that provide education, etc.



Solutions - Physical Infrastructure



Solutions - Funding

Monetary support to aid the transition for charitable 
food providers and small businesses 

Eg. Funding for dishwashing facilities

Grants for grassroots and other initiatives 

E.g. Repair cafes, outreach programs

Financial incentives for implementing reduction measures 



Solutions – Procurement Practices

Municipalities lead with reusable procurement

Events

Facilities (sporting/concert venues)

Internal



Solutions – Using Permits

Business Permits

Eg) Require dishwashing facilities

Event Permits

Eg) Require reuseable cutlery/dishware

Eg) Require water refill stations at events/festivals



Waste Free Edmonton

Website: www.wastefree.ca 

E-mail: sean@wastefree.ca

Social media: @wastefreeyeg

http://www.wastefree.ca/
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