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April 27, 2026

File: PE-12-01
The Honourable Marjorie Michel, P.C., M.P. The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Health Minister of Environment, Climate Change and Nature
House of Commons House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A OA6 Ottawa, ON K1A OA6
VIA EMAIL: hcminister.ministresc@hc-sc.gc.ca VIA EMAIL: ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca

Dear Minister Michel and Minister Dabrusin:
Request for Ban on the Import and Sale of Valved Single-Use Nitrous Oxide Cylinders

At its March 27, 2026, regular meeting, the Board of Directors of the Greater Vancouver Sewerage and
Drainage District (Metro Vancouver) passed the following resolution:

THAT the GVS&DD Board:

a) Request that the Board Chair and Zero Waste Committee Chair write to Canada’s Minister
of Health and Minister of Environment, Climate Change and Nature requesting the
prohibition of the import and sale of single-use valved nitrous oxide cylinders; and

b) direct staff to work with other entities such as local health authorities, the Retail Council
of Canada, and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities in support of requesting a
prohibition of the import and sale of single-use valved nitrous oxide cylinders.

Metro Vancouver requests that the Government of Canada prohibit the import and sale of large single-
use valved nitrous oxide cylinders. These cylinders are sold on-line and in smoke and vape shops, and
typically range in size from 600 grams to 3,000 grams per cylinder.

In addition to the health risks associated with inhalation of nitrous oxide (as noted by Health Canada),
inappropriately disposed cylinders put workers at risk, and cause equipment damage and environmental
impacts. There are significant costs resulting from the inappropriate disposal of the cylinders that are
estimated to be in the order of millions of dollars per year to Metro Vancouver alone. The cylinders are
used for no other purpose than inhalation.
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Nitrous Oxide Cylinders — Status and Safety Concerns

Metro Vancouver is responsible for waste reduction, recycling planning, and operating a series of solid
waste management facilities in the Metro Vancouver region. Over the last few months, Metro
Vancouver’s contractor staff noted a significant increase in nitrous oxide cylinders in the garbage at our
facilities, damaging equipment and posing serious safety risks to workers and the public. In addition to
the general risk of compressed gas cylinders in the garbage, there have been explosions at the Waste-to-
Energy Facility linked to cylinders in the garbage. Inappropriate disposal of the cylinders also creates
greenhouse gas emissions and may impact emissions at the Waste-to-Energy Facility.

Metro Vancouver started a new free recycling option for dropping off large single-use nitrous oxide
cylinders at solid waste management facilities late in 2025 and is receiving approximately 700 cylinders
per month. Additionally, as suggested by Health Canada staff, Metro Vancouver has identified and
reported to Health Canada a number of businesses selling single-use valved nitrous oxide cylinders in
the Metro Vancouver region at storefronts or online. Metro Vancouver estimates there are
approximately 100 vape and smoke shops in the region selling the large single-use, valved nitrous oxide
cylinders.

To Metro Vancouver’s knowledge, the only use of these large valved single-use cylinders is for the
purpose of inhalation. Metro Vancouver staff have communicated with Retail Council of Canada and
learned that they are not aware of any of their members selling the large valved single-use cylinders.
Additionally, the BC Restaurant & Food Services Association confirmed that no food industry
participants are using the large valved single-use cylinders. Local food equipment suppliers also
confirmed they are not providing any of the large valved single-use cylinders for food service
applications. Further discussions with major gas suppliers that provide a refillable service, such as Air
Liquide and Linde, confirmed that nitrous oxide is typically supplied in reusable cylinders for medical
purposes, automotive applications, and research labs. They are not aware of any of the large single-use
valved cylinders being used for any of these purposes.

Metro Vancouver’s research along with communications from the Retail Council of Canada, the BC
Restaurant & Food Services Association, food equipment suppliers, and gas suppliers confirms that the
only purpose for the large valved single-use cylinders of nitrous oxide is inhalation.

Cost Implications

The cost impacts of nitrous oxide cylinders in the garbage are still being assessed; however, if current
trends continue, costs could be in the millions per year. Costs are related to explosions causing damage
to facilities, and down-time for repairs at Metro Vancouver’s Waste-to-Energy Facility, in addition to the
cost of collecting recycling nitrous oxide cylinders to keep them out of the garbage.

Request
Metro Vancouver requests that Health Canada prohibit the import and sale of large single-use valved
nitrous oxide cylinders.



The Honourable Marjorie Michel, P.C., M.P., Minister of Health

The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, P.C., M.P., Minister of Environment, Climate Change and Nature
Request for Ban on the Import and Sale of Valved Single-Use Nitrous Oxide Cylinders

Page 3 of 3

We appreciate your attention to this matter and would like to work with your staff on next steps. As
such, we will be following up with your office. Staff are also welcome to reach out to Jean Lawson,
Program Manager, Intergovernmental Relations, at jean.lawson@metrovancouver.org or 778-452-2633.

Yours sincerely,

X @
Mike Hurley Sarah Kirby-Yung

Board Chair Chair, Zero Waste Committee
Metro Vancouver
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